
Colossians Study
LESSON 1 MEET THE AUTHOR

FOCUS

1. How do you get to know someone?

2. How do you know i f  someone has real ly changed? 

STUDY

“Paul ,  an apost le of  Chr ist  Jesus by the wi l l  of  God, and Timothy our
brother,  To the saints and fai thful  brothers in Chr ist  at  Colossae: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father.”

1. Colossians is a let ter .  Discuss the fol lowing:

a.  Who is i t  wr i t ten by? 

b.  How does he descr ibe himsel f? 

c.  Who gave him this t i t le? 

d.  Who is the let ter  wr i t ten to? 

2.  Let ’s get to know the author and his background! To put the storyl ine
in context ,  what are the gospel  books about? What is the Book of  Acts
about? 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:1-2



3. Descr ibe the s i tuat ion of  the ear ly church. How did Stephen respond to
his persecutors? Is th is something you would expect?

4. I f  th is was a movie,  how would you descr ibe the story 's v i l la in?

5. I f  th is is al l  you knew about Saul  and his l i fe,  would you be surpr ised
to f ind out that  he was the one who wrote the let ter  to the church in
Colossians? Why?

READ ACTS 7:54-8:3 AND 9:1-2

6. How did God get Saul ’s at tent ion? 

7.  Saul  had been persecut ing the church, but when Jesus spoke to him,
he said Saul  was persecut ing Jesus. What does this teach you about
Jesus and the church? 

8.  What do you imagine Saul  d id for  those three days without s ight  in
Damascus? How do you think he fel t? 

READ ACTS 9:1-9

9. What does God say Paul  was doing for those three days? 

10. Descr ibe the conversat ion between God and Ananias:  

a.  What does God command him to do? 
b.  How does Ananias feel  about th is? 
c.  Why does God tel l  h im to do this?

11. How was Saul ’s l i fe di f ferent af ter  he regained his s ight? 

12. Was i t  chal lenging to bel ieve Saul  had genuinely changed? Explain.
What was the proof of  h is conversion?

READ ACTS 9:10-16



13. There are th i r teen let ters in the New Testament wr i t ten by the apost le
Paul ,  once named Saul .  Colossians is one of  those let ters that  Paul  wrote
whi le in pr ison. Paul  suf fered most of  h is l i fe,  just  as God said he would,
in pursui t  of  shar ing the gospel .  Why would Paul  cont inue to share about
Jesus i f  he suf fered so much? 

14. Paul  most l ikely never v is i ted the church of  Colossae. However,  a
man named Epaphras did af ter  he heard and responded to the gospel
message that Paul  preached. Paul  is  wr i t ing to the church because
Epaphras has shared with Paul  about their  fa i th in Jesus and their
struggle wi th fa lse teachings. Why would a let ter  f rom Paul be meaningful
and helpful  for  th is group?

READ ACTS 9:17-31

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

Storyboard:  Have part ic ipants draw st ick f igure summaries af ter  each
sect ion of  Acts they read. Drawing out what happens in the story in an
easy, humorous, and fun way helps part ic ipants engage in the lesson and
ensures they understand what is happening as the story unfolds.  

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 2 THANKSGIVING

FOCUS

1. Who in your l i fe encourages you the most? How do they do this? How
does i t  make you feel?

2. How does i t  make you feel  when people not ice something good you are
doing? Explain.  

STUDY

1. Who is th is let ter  f rom, and who is i t  for  (v.  1-2)? 

2.  Why do Paul  and his comrades thank God for the church (v.  3-4)? 

3.  What is the connect ion between fai th in Jesus and the love for other
Christ ians (v.  4)?

a. Give examples of  what i t  looks l ike to love other bel ievers.  

b.  When is i t  d i f f icul t  to exercise th is sort  of  love? Explain.  

c.  Why is i t  important to love others? 

d.  How is loving your brothers and sisters possible (v.  8)?

READ COLOSSIANS 1:1-8



4. Verse 5 says the church has a hope la id up in heaven for them, a
reference to their  salvat ion and eternal  l i fe.  Read John 3:16-18 below and
then answer the fo l lowing quest ions about salvat ion:  

a.  Why does someone need to be saved? 

b.  How do they receive salvat ion? 

“16 For God so loved the wor ld,  that  he gave his only Son, that  whoever
bel ieves in him should not per ish but have eternal  l i fe.  17 For God did not
send his Son into the wor ld to condemn the world,  but  in order that  the
world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever bel ieves in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not bel ieve is condemned already,
because he has not bel ieved in the name of the only Son of  God.”  

5. Where is the gospel  ( the good news of  Jesus) being spread to (v.  6)?
Who did the church hear the gospel  message from (v.  7)? What does i t
mean that Epaphras was descr ibed as a “ fa i thful  minister?”

6.  Why is i t  important to note that  the church “heard” and “understood”
the grace of  God and truth (v.  6)  when they heard the gospel  message?
How does understanding, not just  hear ing,  impact their  l ives? 

7.  What does this sect ion teach you about shar ing the gospel? 

a.  Have you ever shared the gospel  wi th people who were not already
Christ ians? Explain.  

b.  Have you ever seen someone else share the gospel  wi th someone
who is not a Chr ist ian? Descr ibe what happened. 

8.  What is the overal l  tone of  the introduct ion to the let ter? 

a.  Why would Paul  feel  so connected to people he has never met? 

b.  What does this sect ion teach you about your relat ionship to other
groups of  bel ievers?



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

Letter Writ ing:  The apost le Paul  began his greet ing to the church with
praise and thankfulness for the church people 's fa i thfulness and love.
Think of  someone in your l i fe who displays qual i t ies of  godl iness.  Take
t ime to wr i te that  person a let ter  of  grat i tude, thank them for their
encouragement in your l i fe,  and give speci f ic  examples of  how they have
impacted you. 

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 3 A REQUEST TO GOD

FOCUS

1. What t ips would you give someone want ing to learn how to pray? 

2.  When you pray for  people,  who do you general ly pray for ,  and what do
you pray about for  them? Explain.  

STUDY

1. What does Paul  and his comrades constant ly pray over the church (v.
9)? What does this teach you about Paul  and his pr ior i t ies? How do you
think the church fel t  hear ing th is sort  of  prayer? 

2.  According to verses 9-10, what wi l l  happen as the bel ievers are f i l led
with the knowledge of  God’s wi l l? What does this pract ical ly look l ike? 

3.  How has growing in your knowledge of  God af fected your l i fe? Explain.  

4.  Are there any areas in your relat ionship wi th the Lord that you desire
to grow? Explain.  

5.  According to verse 12, why would the church give thanks to God? 

a.  What are we qual i f ied for? 

b.  How is th is qual i f icat ion di f ferent f rom what we are used to in the
world? 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:9-14



6. According to verses 13-14, what has Jesus done? 

a.  What impact should that  have on the way you l ive? 

7.  Paul  is  wr i t ing to a church, people who already bel ieve this gospel
message. Why do you think i t  is  important to him to repeat th is gospel
message? 

8.  What part  of  Paul ’s prayer stands out to you the most? Why? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

Prayer Journal:  Write out a l is t  of  speci f ic  needs in your church
congregat ion.  Then, wr i te a prayer to God, asking Him to meet those
needs. As you pray,  use Paul ’s wr i t ing to give you inspirat ion for  what to
pray for .  

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 4 WHO IS CHRIST

FOCUS

1. What are the f i rst  three words that come to your mind when descr ib ing
Jesus? 

2.  How do those descr ipt ions about Jesus af fect  how you think and l ive?
Explain.  

STUDY

1. Who is Jesus the image of  (v.  15)? What does that teach you about
gett ing to know God?

2. In verse 15, Paul  says that Jesus is the f i rstborn of  a l l  creat ion.  This
descr ipt ion does not say “ f i rst  created” but impl ies Jesus’  ownership and
inher i tance r ights over al l  creat ion.  What more do you learn about Jesus’
relat ionship wi th creat ion in verses 16-17? 

3.  In addi t ion to being over al l  creat ion,  what does verse 18 say Jesus is
in charge of? 

a.  The "head" is the source of  decis ion-making, author i ty,  and control .
What does i t  look l ike for  the church to submit  to Jesus’  author i ty?

4. What other qual i t ies about Jesus does Paul  l is t  in verse 18? 

a.  John 1:1-3 says, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
Al l  th ings were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.”  How does this verse help you understand what
i t  means for Jesus to be “ the beginning.”  

READ COLOSSIANS 1:15-23



b. How is Jesus the f i rstborn f rom the dead? 

5.  “Preeminent”  means that Jesus is supreme and the Lord of  a l l  th ings.
How does being the beginning and f i rstborn over the dead prove his
preeminence? 

a.  What pr ior i t ies batt le for  supreme importance over your l i fe?

b. What does i t  or  should i t  look l ike to l ive your l i fe knowing Jesus is
Lord?

6. Re-read verses 19-23. Reconci l iat ion is when a relat ionship is repaired
between two groups. What relat ionship is descr ibed as being reconci led
in th is passage? How is th is done? 

7.  Below, create a l is t  of  how Paul descr ibes someone before and af ter
reconci l iat ion,  then discuss what these words mean and how this ident i ty
change is possible.

Before Reconcil iat ion (v.  21)  /   After Reconcil iat ion (v.  22)

8. In verse 23, what descr ipt ions does Paul  g ive for  those who genuinely
bel ieve? 

a.  Paul  is  not imply ing you can lose your salvat ion,  but that  genuine
fai th is bui l t  on a sol id foundat ion and understanding of  who Jesus is
and the gospel  message. Re-read Colossians 1:15-23 and create a l is t
below descr ib ing everything Paul  shares about Jesus’  ident i ty.  

b.  Which of  these descr ipt ions of  Jesus’  ident i ty are easiest  for  you to
trust  and l ive out,  and which are hardest?



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

Last Man Standing:  Af ter  part ic ipants l is t  what they have learned about
Jesus'  ident i ty in quest ion 8,  have them stand in a c i rc le.  Using a bal l ,
have part ic ipants pass the bal l  to one another three t imes. On the thi rd
toss,  the person who receives the bal l  wi l l  share one thing they learned
about Jesus. The group wi l l  cont inue the pattern unt i l  someone has
nothing new to add; then, the part ic ipant wi th no new informat ion wi l l  s i t
down. The bal l  wi l l  go back into play,  start ing wi th the person who spoke
last .  The winner wi l l  be the person who shared the last  p iece of  non-
repeated informat ion about Jesus. 

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 5 THE MYSTERY REVEALED

FOCUS

1. What do people l ike about myster ies? Is there anything to dis l ike about
them?  

2.  When i t  comes to fa i th,  does God work more myster iously or in more
certain and knowable ways?

STUDY

1. Reread verses 24-25. Jesus suffered in his ministry on earth.  What
was " lacking" was the future suf fer ing of  Jesus'  fo l lowers for  the gospel
message's sake. Paul  says he is suf fer ing for  the church to propel  that
message further.  Read the verse. How is suf fer ing a part  of  God's wi l l  for
Paul? 

“But the Lord said to him [Aninias] ,  “Go, for  he [Paul ]  is  a chosen
instrument of  mine to carry my name before the Gent i les and kings and

the chi ldren of  Israel .  For I  wi l l  show him how much he must suf fer  for  the
sake of  my name.” Acts 9:15-16

2. How does Paul  v iew God’s plan for his l i fe (v.  24)? Why do you think
he responds this way to suf fer ing?  

3.  When you think of  your l i fe,  do you usual ly embrace the tr ia ls of  th is
world and see them as opportuni t ies to become more l ike Jesus or do you
try to f lee f rom them? Explain.  How is your react ion s imi lar  to or di f ferent
from Paul ’s? Why do you think that  is? 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:24-29



4. Re-read verses 25-27. What is the mystery that  has now been
revealed? 

a.  What do you know about how God revealed his presence and dwelt
wi th His people in the Old Testament? 

b.  Why would th is mystery be revolut ionary to those hear ing th is
message?

c. What does i t  pract ical ly mean for Chr ist  to be “ in you”?

5. Re-read verses 28-29. What is Paul ’s goal  for  the church people? How
do warning (counsel ing) and teaching with godly wisdom help th is goal?

6. How can the church help i ts members become ful ly mature in Chr ist?
How can you or are you a part  of  that  mission both as a recipient and
giver?

7. Why did Paul  wr i te the let ter  to the church (v.  1-2)? 

a.  What is found in Chr ist  (v.  2-3)? 

b.  Who is the t reasure for? 

8.  Why does Paul  want the church to be f i rmly rooted in the knowledge of
the gospel  (v.  4)? 

a.  What are some things that lead Christ ians to fa lse bel iefs? What
can be done to prevent th is?

b. Do you think you know the teachings of  Jesus wel l  enough to
quickly ident i fy when someone is teaching them falsely? 

READ COLOSSIANS 2:1-5



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

Guess the Mystery Item:  Br ing a mystery i tem l ike an unusual  f ru i t  ( i .e. ,
a dragon frui t  would work great!)  and keep i t  concealed in some
container.  Ask part ic ipants to guess what you may have brought.  Next,
have a volunteer place their  hand in the container and descr ibe what they
feel  wi thout looking. Next,  take the mystery i tem out to see i f  they
guessed correct ly.  This act iv i ty can work on any object  but  make i t
chal lenging. I f  you brought a less-known food i tem, ask the group what
they suppose the inside looks or tastes l ike.  Try to have only members
who have never exper ienced the food i tem answer.  Reveal  what the
inside of  the food looks l ike to the group and serve i t  to everyone.
Transi t ion the group by discussing the f i rst  Share quest ion.  

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 6 NOW WHAT?

FOCUS

1. What does i t  mean to be a Chr ist ian?

2. What does the saying, "Don' t  just  ta lk the ta lk,  but  walk the walk"
mean? Do you agree with i t? Explain.  

STUDY

1. Read Colossians 1:27 and discuss what Paul  spoke about before
today’s passage. In Colossians 2:6,  Paul  says,  “Therefore,  as you
received Christ  Jesus the Lord,”  what does this mean? How does that
relate to “Chr ist  being in you” as a bel iever? 

2.  Since receiv ing Jesus as Lord,  what does Paul  instruct  the church
members to do (v.  6-8)? What does this pract ical ly look l ike? 

3.  What is Paul  warning the church about in verse 8? Does Paul  want
Christ ians to avoid deep thinking? Use Acts 17:11, 1 John 4:1,  and
Proverbs 15:28 to aid your discussion.  

a,  What cul tural  ideas, thoughts,  or  phi losophies are at  odds with the
teachings of  Chr ist  today? Explain.  

4.  Descr ibe the relat ionship between God, Jesus, and bel ievers in verses
9-10. 

a.  How does this relat ionship wi th Jesus help bel ievers to combat
untrue teachings and stand f i rm in their  fa i th?

READ COLOSSIANS 2:6-15



5. Circumcision was a physical  s ign for  the Jews that stated to God, each
other,  and the other nat ions that they belonged to Yahweh. Paul  is  saying
that wi th Jesus, there's a spir i tual  marking that bel ievers now possess
who are in Chr ist .  What spir i tual  change takes place according to verse
12?

6. What does i t  mean to be bur ied wi th Jesus and raised with Him? 

a.  How does water bapt ism symbol ical ly demonstrate th is spir i tual
change in a person? 

7.  How does the apost le Paul  descr ibe the bel ievers '  spir i tual  state
before being forgiven (v.  13)? What change takes place in a bel iever 's
l i fe according to Paul  (v.  13)? How is th is change possible (v.  13-14)? 

8.  In your own words, using what you learned from today’s text ,  explain
what i t  means to be a Chr ist ian,  someone who is “ in Chr ist . ”  

a.  Would i t  make sense for someone who professes Jesus as their
Lord and Savior to l ive the way they l ived before placing their  fa i th in
him? Why or why not?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



20 Questions:  Play 20 quest ions at  the beginning of  the lesson by te l l ing
the group that you are th inking of  a noun (person, place, or th ing),  and
they must discover what you are th inking by asking up to 20 yes or no
quest ions.  When the game f in ishes, say,  "For each word, you had to
f igure out what I  was thinking about;  you had to ask good quest ions to
f igure out what the word was and was not.  Everything has character ist ics
and qual i t ies that  help descr ibe that " th ing best."  Today, we wi l l  d iscuss
more about what i t  means to be " in Chr ist"  and the character ist ics and
relat ionships bel ievers have with the Lord.  

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 7 DO YOU KNOW TRUTH?

FOCUS

1. Who has helped to shape your bel ief  systems the most? Explain.  

2.  Do you bel ieve you can know without a doubt who God is and what He
wants for  your l i fe? Explain.  

STUDY

1. Look back in the let ter  and read Colossians 2:4 and 2:8.  What has Paul
warned the church about? 

a.  Read verse 16. What four speci f ic  areas does Paul  te l l  the church
not to let  fa lse teachers pass judgment on them for? 

2.  What does verse 17 say about the purpose of  the pract ices set  up in
the Old Testament? 

3.  Look back and read Colossians 2:12-14. What do these verses teach
you about how someone is saved? Why are the Old Testament pract ices
no longer necessary for  salvat ion? 

4.  Re-read verse 18. Disqual i f ied is an athlet ic reference of  a judge
holding a player accountable to the rules.  Paul  does not disregard
Christ ian accountabi l i ty  but instead points out that  fa lse teachers are not
good judges because their  teachings are against  Chr ist .  What are the
false teachers insist ing that bel ievers must do to be qual i f ied?
 

a.  What is the danger of  fo l lowing wrong spir i tual  teachings? 

b.  How do you know who to t rust  wi th your spir i tual  upbr inging?

READ COLOSSIANS 2:16-23



5. In verse 18, Paul  warns that the fa lse teachers are “puffed up.”  They
do everything from a place of  pr ide and cannot t ru ly grow spir i tual ly by
their  own ef for ts.  Read verse 19. According to the verse, how does
someone grow spir i tual ly? How is th is di f ferent f rom how the false
teachers at tempt to develop spir i tual ly? 

a.  How has, or how can, connect ing to a local  church help you to
grow? 

6.  Read verses 20-23. Verse 20 uses the phrase “elemental  spir i ts of  the
world,”  which l ikely refers to wor ld ly th inking and pract ices.  What is Paul
asking the church members,  in your own words? 

b.  Why would i t  be r id iculous for the church to cont inue to obsess over
human rules and regulat ions as a means for their  salvat ion?

7. What is dangerous about what the fa lse teachers present (v.  23)? Look
back at  Colossians 2:2-3.  Where do true wisdom and knowledge come
from? 

8.  How do you know when someone is teaching something untrue in or
out of  the church? 

a.  How wel l  do you know Christ ’s teachings? 

b.  Can you discern when someone is saying something that
contradicts God’s Word? Explain.  

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Two Truths and a Lie: To play,  instruct  the group to come up with two
truths about themselves and one l ie.  The part ic ipants can share their
statements in any order wi th the group. The group then must vote on
which “ fact”  they th ink is the l ie.  The part ic ipant shar ing can then reveal
the t ruths and the one l ie.  The game makes a fun introduct ion to the
lesson, focusing on discerning truth.

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 8 OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW

FOCUS

1. When you were l i t t le,  what did you use to dress up as dur ing pretend
play? Why did you dress up and put on clothes to pretend to be those
characters? 

2.  What at t r ibutes do you hope to see in yoursel f  each day? How do you
think these qual i t ies are developed?

STUDY

1. In verse 1,  Paul  says,  “ I f  you have been raised with Chr ist . ”  Who is he
talk ing to? 

a.  As a resul t  of  being raised with Chr ist ,  what does he say Chr ist ians
should seek and set their  minds on (v.  1-2)? What does this mean? 

b.  When is th is easiest  and most chal lenging to do? Explain.  

2.  According to verses 3-4,  why is there a mindset and l i fe change in a
Christ ian? How have you exper ienced this sort  of  change in your own
l i fe? 

3.  What s inful  pract ices are bel ievers to put to death because of  the new
l i fe they have in Chr ist  (v.  5)? According to verse 6,  what resul ts f rom
choosing to l ive as opposed to God and His holy laws? 

a.  Who does Paul  point  to as having gone against  God (v.  7)? 

b.  Why is i t  humbl ing for  Chr ist ians to remember who they were before
Christ?  

READ COLOSSIANS 3:1-17



c. How should th is real i ty inf luence the way Christ ians should v iew
and treat others?

4. What other th ings are Chr ist ians to “put away” and “put of f ”  according
to verses 8-9? Do you think these are a one-t ime “putt ing of f ”  or  more
frequent? Explain.  

5.  When you place your fa i th in Jesus, your old sel f  is  replaced with a
new sel f .  According to verse 10, who is the new sel f  a ref lect ion of? 

a.  Genesis 1:26 says, “Then God said,  “Let  us make man in our image,
af ter  our l ikeness.”  How does this verse connect to what is happening
to bel ievers in Colossians 3:10? 

b.  What does i t  mean that your new sel f  is  “ renewed in knowledge?” 

c.  According to verse 11, who can become this “new sel f ”? 

6.  Before Paul  explains what to “put on,”  how does he descr ibe the
ident i ty of  a Chr ist ian at  the beginning of  verse 12? How does knowing
who you are af fect  the way you l ive? 

7.  What are Chr ist ians to “put on” according to verses 12-14? Why do you
think “ love” is s ingled out as extra important? 

8.  Reread verses 15-17. What is Chr ist  doing on the inside of  Chr ist ians
to help them put on the new sel f  and l ive di f ferent ly? What responsibi l i ty
does the church and you have in growing your relat ionship wi th God (v.
16)?



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

Occupational Pictionary:  Play Pict ionary using occupat ional  words
[doctor,  f i ref ighter,  construct ion worker,  etc. ] .  Segue into the lesson by
saying, “For the most part ,  we could ident i fy who these people were
based on what they wore. When someone is made al ive in Chr ist ,  they
spir i tual ly disrobe their  o ld sel f  and put on a new sel f .  Today, we wi l l
d iscuss what being transformed into the image of  our Creator looks l ike
for those who have placed their  fa i th in Jesus.”

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 9 LORD OVER THE HOUSEHOLD

FOCUS

1. What makes a heal thy relat ionship?
 
2.  What makes relat ionships di f f icul t  ( i .e.employee/employer,
wi fe/husband, parent/chi ld)?

STUDY

1. After watching the "Book of  Colossians Bible Project"  v ideo, start ing at
6:35, discuss how God restructured the Roman household.  What was
di f ferent about how the fami ly uni t  t reated each other? 

2.  Why do you think Jesus cares about how our fami l ies are structured?
 
3.  What instruct ions are given to wives and husbands in verses 18-19?
How does this relat ionship honor God and each other? 

4.  What instruct ions are given to chi ldren and fathers (v.  20-21)? What
are the reasons why both people should t reat each other th is way? 

a.  What are some consequences when chi ldren do not obey their
parents? 

b.  What are some consequences when fathers are too harsh with their
chi ldren?

READ COLOSSIANS 3:18-4:1



5. How would you descr ibe what a Chr ist ian household looks l ike today to
someone? 

a.  When you think about your fami ly,  how does i t  honor Jesus as Lord,
and how could i t  be more Christ-centered? Explain.  

6.  What instruct ions are given to Chr ist ian bondservants (v.  22-24)?
Why? 

a.  Think about your l i fe.  What sort  of  work is easiest ,  and which is
most chal lenging for you to work wholeheartedly? 

b.  Should the way you view your dai ly tasks and jobs depend on the
kind of  environment,  employer,  or  mood you are in? Why or why not? 

7.  How are the Masters to t reat  their  bondservants? Why? Why would th is
be revolut ionary at  the t ime?

a. How can this command to Chr ist ian masters in ancient Roman t imes
be appl ied to leaders nowadays? 

b.  What other qual i t ies do you think make a good leader? 

8.  What do you learn matters to God from these verses?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Bible Project Video:  Af ter  reading the text  and before answering
quest ion one, watch the Bible Projects Book of  Colossians video start ing
at 6:35 [ht tps: / /b ib leproject .com/explore/v ideo/colossians/] .  The video wi l l
help part ic ipants understand the ancient Roman household cul ture and
how God was transforming i t  under Jesus's Lordship and is st i l l
t ransforming Christ ian homes today. I f  you cannot show the video, watch
i t  beforehand to verbal ly share wi th the group about the cul tural  and
social  impact Jesus had on the bel ievers.  

ACTIVITY



Colossians Study
LESSON 10 THE FINAL WORDS

FOCUS

1. Look back at  the let ter  to the church and discuss the di f ferent points
Paul  made to the church in the let ter .  Which sect ion has been most
meaningful  to you?

2. What have you learned about relat ionships wi th God and people f rom
this let ter?

STUDY

1. What does Paul  instruct  the church in verses 2-3? 

2.  What does i t  mean to be steadfast  in prayer (v.  2)? Why would he tel l
them to be watchful  and thankful  in their  prayers (v.  2)? 

3.  Paul  is  in pr ison, yet  what does he ask for  (v.  3-4)? Does this surpr ise
you? Explain.  

a.  What do you most of ten pray about? 

b.  Do you ever pray for  opportuni t ies for  you or others to share the
gospel? Why or why not? 

4.  In your own words, what does Paul  instruct  the church in verses 5-6?
How do these instruct ions relate to his prayer request? 

5.  Why does the way we l ive and speak matter? How do verses 5-6
encourage or chal lenge you? 

READ COLOSSIANS 4:2-18



6. Re-read verses 7-15. Paul  ment ions several  other people who greet
the church. How are they descr ibed? Do you know people l ike th is? 

7.  What is the purpose of  Tychicus and Onesimus coming to the church? 

a.  Why is i t  important to share what God is doing in your l i fe wi th
those around you? 

b.  Look at  the l is t  of  people who greeted the church. Why would i t  be
meaningful  for  the church to hear f rom these other people? 

8.  What does Paul  say he wants done with th is let ter  in verse 16? 

a.  Think about al l  the people who Paul  said send their  greet ing to
them and how they are to greet other members of  the fa i th.  What does
this teach you about the role of  the church community? 

b.  How would you respond to someone who says they can know God
apart  f rom the church?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Group Storytel l ing: As a group, decide on a set t ing for  a story.  Then,
instruct  the part ic ipants to create a story by going around the room and
having each person add a sentence to the story unt i l  the story has a
conclusion. The story wi l l  be s i l ly  and poor ly craf ted,  but i t  is  a fun way to
show how communicat ion matters.  Paul 's let ter  was not a story made on
the f ly but a careful ly craf ted document designed to share important
truths about Jesus and the gospel .  Today, part ic ipants wi l l  f in ish the
let ter  by reading Paul 's last  instruct ions and not ing the community of
bel ievers working for the k ingdom of God. From beginning to end, the
let ter  is  wr i t ten wi th intent ional i ty.  

ACTIVITY


