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Galatians Study
LESSON 1 GALATIANS 1:1-10

FOCUS

1. How do you know i f  you can trust  people in leadership posi t ions,
especial ly in the church?

2. Is i t  ever chal lenging for you to stand up for what is r ight? Explain.  

STUDY

1. Who is the wr i ter  of  the let ter? Who are the recipients?

2. What is the tone of  the let ter? Why? What ’s the problem?

3. The church of  Galat ia was a young church and l ikely began dur ing one
of Paul 's missionary t ravels (Acts 13 and 14).  The people in i t ia l ly  heard
and accepted the gospel  message but not long af ter  succumbed to fa lse
teachers and began bel ieving a distorted gospel  message. Paul  wi l l
expand on his test imony, but in the f i rst  few sentences of  the let ter ,  how
does Paul  descr ibe himsel f  (v.  1-2)? Why might th is descr ipt ion be
important given the si tuat ion of  people bel ieving other teachers who are
teaching wrongly?

4. In the greet ing port ion of  h is let ter  (v.  1-4),  Paul  reci tes key doctr inal
t ruths about God the Father and Jesus the Chr ist  that  are s igni f icant
components of  the gospel  message. What do you learn about God and
Jesus from his opening statement? Consider ing the wrong teaching of  the
gospel  that  the churches are accept ing,  why do you think he placed these
facts at  the beginning of  th is let ter? 

5.  In other let ters that  Paul  wr i tes to churches, he includes a sect ion for
prayer and thanksgiv ing for the church immediately fo l lowing his
greet ings.  How is th is let ter  d i f ferent (v.  6)? What might that  reveal  to
you about the sever i ty of  the s i tuat ion the Galat ians are in? 

READ GALATIANS 1:1-10



6. The Greek word for "deserted" in verse 6 means " to t ransfer one's
al legiance."  I t  is  a term most of ten used to descr ibe a soldier who revol ts
or deserts or for  those who change sides in pol i t ics or phi losophy. Who
are they desert ing? Why is th is an appropr iate descr ipt ion for  them? 

7. In verse 7,  Paul  says that there are some who are br inging trouble and
distort ing the gospel  message. The Greek word "distort"  can also be
translated as "pervert"  or  " to turn."  At  the t ime, fa lse teachers,  cal led
Judaizers,  were convincing the church that they needed to become
Jewish and fol low the Messianic laws in order to be made r ight  wi th God.
They were distort ing the gospel  message to be work based, not fa i th
based. How do you know i f  you are part  of  a church "pervert ing" the
gospel  message? 

8.  What does Paul  say twice about teachers who preach a gospel
contrary to the one Jesus spoke (v.  8-9)? Why is th is such a big deal  to
him – is he overreact ing?

9. A popular v iew in our wor ld is that  there are many ways to God and
that the gospel  message changes from year to year.  How would you
argue against  th is using Paul ’s perspect ive? 

10. Why do you think Paul  included verse 10; what does i t  have to do with
the current s i tuat ion? What is chal lenging about th is statement for  you?
How can you overcome that chal lenge? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 2 GALATIANS 1:11-24

FOCUS

1. Do you bel ieve people can real ly change who they are? Explain.  

2.  How can a Chr ist ian’s test imony be helpful  when shar ing the gospel
message?

STUDY

2. Paul  is  defending the gospel  he or ig inal ly preached to the churches
because false teachers c la im that his message of  salvat ion is wrong. Who
is Paul  saying he did not receive the revelat ion of  the gospel  f rom, and
who did he receive i t? Why is th is especial ly important for  h im to note,
given the conf l ic t?

3. What evidence does Paul  g ive for  t rust ing that the gospel  message he
preached to the churches was not invented by man, handed down by
tradi t ions,  nor his own made-up message?

4. What background informat ion does Paul  g ive about his l i fe before
Christ  (v.  13-14)? How does this part  of  h is test imony add weight to why
his gospel  came from God alone? 

5.  What was Paul ’s changing point  (v.  15-16)? What do you learn about
God from Paul ’s test imony?

6. How do you know Paul was convinced of  what he had heard f rom God?

READ GALATIANS 1:11-17

1. Review: What is the reason for Paul ’s wr i t ing to the church (1:6-7)? 



7. Paul  d id not completely avoid other bel ievers at  the beginning of  h is
Christ ian walk.  However,  he makes a point  to say that his contact  was
l imited. Why is th is important evidence to his c la im that the gospel
message was not given to him by man? Is Paul ,  therefore,  saying that you
should isolate yoursel f  f rom other bel ievers? Explain.  

8.  Paul ’s revelat ion of  who Jesus is as Lord and Savior was spoken
direct ly f rom Jesus himsel f .  Today, God reveals himsel f  most direct ly to
us through His Word, the scr iptures.  How can you use the scr iptures to
exercise wisdom and discernment when deciding whom you al low to have
spir i tual  inf luence over you?

9. Given Paul ’s reputat ion,  how might he have expected the churches to
respond to his conversion? How did they respond (v.  24)? Why do you
think that  is?

10. Paul  uses his test imony as evidence to defend the gospel .  Why is that
an ef fect ive tact ic? On a scale of  1-10 (1 being not conf ident,  ten being
very conf ident) ,  how prepared do you feel  to share your test imony with
someone? Why? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

READ GALATIANS 1:18-24



Galatians Study
LESSON 3 GALATIANS 2:1-10

FOCUS

1. Who do you go to when you have a spir i tual  quest ion? Why them? 

2. How can you support  other Chr ist ians and the ministr ies God cal ls
them to,  even i f  you are not speci f ical ly cal led to be involved? 

STUDY

3. As Paul  cont inues to give his test imony about how he received the
gospel ,  why does he say he went to Jerusalem fourteen years af ter
encounter ing Jesus (v.  1-2)? Why would th is detai l  be helpful  evidence
for why the churches should t rust  the gospel  message he taught them? 

4. The false teachers (Judaizers) who were distort ing the gospel  (1:7)
were Jewish Christ ians who claimed that in order for  non-Jewish people
to be Christ ians,  they must f i rst  become Jewish. One of  the ul t imate s igns
that you were Jewish was the act  of  c i rcumcision for a male.  However,
the new covenant gi f ted by Jesus is about fa i th and not works.  With th is
being said,  what was Ti tus not forced to do by the or ig inal  apost les (v.
3)? Why is Paul  including this detai l? 

5.  How is the s i tuat ion wi th the churches in Galat ia s imi lar  to what Paul
has exper ienced f i rsthand (v.  4-5)? How does Paul  descr ibe these false
brothers? Think about the context ,  what f reedom are they at tempt ing to
take away from Christ ians?

1. Review: What is the reason for Paul 's wr i t ing to the church (1:6-7)? 

2.  Review: What evidence is Paul  g iv ing to defend why the churches
should bel ieve the gospel  message he or ig inal ly presented and which
they had once received in fa i th (1:11-12)?

READ GALATIANS 2:1-10



6. Acts 15:1-11 descr ibes the s i tuat ion Paul  a l ludes to in more detai l .
Read the passage and discuss what you learn about the s i tuat ion.  What
was the problem (v.  1)? How did they handle the dispute (v.  6-7)? What
was the verdict  between the di f fer ing messages (v.  11)?  

7.  Paul  went to the apost les to conf i rm the gospel  message he
proclaimed. How did the apost les feel  about Paul 's preaching (v.  6-7)? 

8.  What was the only di f ference between Paul 's ministry and the other
apost les (v.  7-9)? What does this teach you about how God works?

9. The apost les perceived the grace given to Paul  f rom God (v.  9) .  Why
do you think the grace in his l i fe moved the apost les to of fer  fe l lowship to
Paul more than his gi f ts of  intel lect  or  persuasive preaching ski l ls? How
does this detai l  add to the evidence of  a fa i th-based gospel?
 
10. How would you answer someone who says the gospel  message needs
to be updated to match the changing t imes and needs of  the cul ture?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 4 GALATIANS 2:11-21

FOCUS

1. Do you usual ly avoid conf l ic t  or  embrace i t? Explain.   

2.  How do you know when a matter is important enough to speak up
against  or  not? What examples can you think of?

STUDY

2. Galat ians 2:11 reveals a conf l ic t  between Paul  and the apost le Peter
(Cephas).  What was Peter doing wrong? Why do you think Paul  thought
what Peter was doing was such a big deal? How might the church today
be negat ively af fected i f  Paul  d id not confront Peter? 

3.  Give examples of  how the fear of  people or desire to f i t  in tempts
people nowadays to act  contrary to God’s Word. How can you avoid these
temptat ions? 

4.  How did Peter ’s act ions inf luence other bel ievers (v.  13)? What lesson
can you take away from this?

5. How do you know i f  a s i tuat ion is big enough to speak up about? 

6.  False teachers may have tr ied to undermine Paul ’s author i ty by saying
he is not a t rue apost le but s imply a student of  the or ig inal  apost les.  How
does Paul ’s interact ion wi th Peter prove that he has apostol ic author i ty,
too? 

1.  Review: Paul  is  stacking evidence for the churches in Galat ia to t rust
the gospel  message he in i t ia l ly  presented to them and not the fa lse
teaching of  the Judaizers.  What are some reasons he has given to t rust
him over the fa lse teachers so far? 

READ GALATIANS 2:11-14



7. In verse 15, Paul  explains that  he and Peter were both born into the
Jewish nat ion and, therefore,  had the advantage of  being part  of  God’s
people through the old Mosaic laws, unl ike the “Gent i le s inners” who
were born outside of  God’s fami ly.  He then explains how Jesus expands
his fami ly through just i f icat ion,  which means “ to be declared r ighteous.”
According to verse 16, what just i f ies s inful  people,  and what does not
just i fy them? 

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

READ GALATIANS 2:15-16

8. In verse 17, Paul  addresses a quest ion that his accusers c la im is a
faul t  in the fa i th-based gospel  message. Cr i t ics essent ia l ly  asked, " I f
those who claim to be just i f ied before God through fai th in Chr ist
cont inue to s in,  doesn' t  that  make Christ  a servant of  s in?" How does
Paul answer th is quest ion? In contrast ,  what would happen i f  Paul  were
to rebui ld the laws that were torn down for us (v.  18)? What is dangerous
about br inging the laws back for our salvat ion? 

9.  How does Paul  descr ibe his relat ionship wi th Chr ist  (v.  19-20)? How
does having Christ ’s l i fe wi th in you pract ical ly af fect  your l i fe? How does
this help push back against  the cr i t ics who say that grace-based salvat ion
only leads to s in more? 

10. What logical  point  does Paul  g ive for  bel ieving in a grace-based
gospel  message (v.  21)? 

READ GALATIANS 2:17-21



Galatians Study
LESSON 5 GALATIANS 3:1-14

FOCUS

1. Who is someone (besides Jesus) you admire in the Bible? Explain.

2.  What makes someone a mature Chr ist ian? What is the danger of  not
matur ing in your fa i th?

STUDY

2. What about th is sect ion reveals Paul ’s f rustrat ion toward the churches
he establ ished (v.  1,  3)? 

3.  What fact  about Jesus is central  to the gospel  message (v.  1)? I f  you
were saved by upholding God’s laws would Jesus’  cruci f ix ion be
necessary (2:21)?

4. Paul  asks rhetor ical  quest ions of  the people to get them thinking about
the signs of  God’s work in their  l ives.  What are those quest ions,  and what
are the apparent answers he is gett ing at  (v.  2-6)? 

5.  The Jews view Abraham as the founder of  the Jewish rel ig ion and their
spir i tual  father.  Why does Paul  say Abraham was counted as r ighteous (v.
6)? Who are the spir i tual  chi ldren of  Abraham (v.7-9)? 

6.  Read Genesis 12:1-4.  What was the promise God made to Abraham?
How do you know Abraham bel ieved God? What does this teach you
about fa i th?

1. Review: Paul  is  not teaching that the law is bad, but that  i t  is  incapable
of saving people because of  our s in.  How did Paul  explain how someone
is saved in 2:16?

READ GALATIANS 3:1-9



7. How is a person who rel ies on the works of  the law for their  salvat ion
descr ibed (v.  10)? Why? (Consider:  What level  of  keeping the law is
required to be just i f ied before a holy God? Who can meet th is standard?)

8.  Since we al l  start  as cursed, how can we no longer have this curse
upon us (v.  13-14)? 

9.  How does Jesus ful f i l l  God's promise to Abraham thousands of  years
before his l i fe,  death,  and resurrect ion (v.  13-14)? What does this teach
you about God?  

10. Knowing that salvat ion is only possible through fai th in Jesus Christ ,
why do you think so many Christ ians struggle at  one t ime or another wi th
feel ing l ike they have to earn God’s love? What are ways to overcome
these l ies?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

READ GALATIANS 3:10-14



Galatians Study
LESSON 6 GALATIANS 3:15-29

FOCUS

1. How do you know i f  something is a s in? 

2.  How ser iously do you think our wor ld takes promises?

STUDY

2. What is the human example Paul  g ives to express the ser iousness of
God’s covenant (promise) (v.  15)? Who did God make the promise to (v.
16)?

3. How many years af ter  God f i rst  promised to bless al l  nat ions through
Abraham did God put in place the laws received by Moses (v.  17)? What
point  is  Paul  making about the promise and the law (v.  17-18);  does one
cancel  the other? 

4.  Why was the law put in place (v.  19)? How is the law helpful  at
reveal ing s in? How long would God's laws be in place (v.  19)? What does
this teach you about God’s intended plan for salvat ion? 

5.  In general ,  do you think people th ink of  themselves as s inners?
Explain.  Do you think someone can appreciate the gospel  i f  they do not
understand their  s inful  nature? Explain.

6.  How do we know the law did not replace the promise made by God to
Abraham (v.  21-22)? Explain.  

1.  Review: What did God promise to Abraham (the founding father of
Judaism) (Galat ians 3:8-9;  Genesis 12:1-3;  Genesis 15:1-6)? How does
Jesus ful f i l l  God’s plan (3:13-14)? 

READ GALATIANS 3:15-29



7. In Greek homes, a guardian (of ten a s lave) was assigned to care for
and raise a chi ld f rom 6 unt i l  adolescence. Their  job was to t ra in,  tutor,
discipl ine,  and teach the chi ld morals.  How is the comparison helpful  for
the people reading the let ter? How long was the law's guardianship for  (v.
23)? 

8.  What ef fects of  the law would make anyone long for a Savior?  

9.  What response to Jesus Christ  f rees people f rom the law (v.  24-25)? 

10. How are these freed people 's fa i th descr ibed (v.  26-29)? What do
these descr ipt ions mean for you? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 7 GALATIANS 4:1-20

FOCUS

1. How do you know when f lat tery is good or bad?

2. Why is i t  hard to k ick old habi ts or ways of  th inking?

STUDY
1. Review: Who was the of fspr ing that Abraham, the founding father of
Judaism, was promised (3:16)? Who was our guardian before the
promised of fspr ing came (v.  24)? What does the promised of fspr ing of fer
the wor ld (3:23-26)? How does someone become an heir  (a chi ld of  God)
l ike Chr ist  (3:25-26, 29)?

2. In weal thy Greek homes, chi ldren would inher i t  their  port ion of  what
their  fami ly owned when they were of  age. They would also have an
assigned guardian over them for most of  their  chi ldhood unt i l
adolescence. How is a Greek heir  t reated unt i l  they receive their  port ion
of the inher i tance (v.  1)? What is the connect ion between the
guardianship over a Greek chi ld and the guardianship of  the law (v.  3)? 

3.  Paul  is  using an analogy to deepen the understanding of  the s lavery al l
people (Jewish and Gent i le)  were under unt i l  they became heirs of  God
through fai th in Chr ist  Jesus. Like a Greek chi ld was treated the same as
an enslaved person, Paul  says we al l ,  Jewish and Gent i les,  were t reated
as slaves to the elementary pr inciples of  the wor ld,  which includes being
a slave to s in and death (v.  3) .  How do sin and death enslave us? Think
about i t :  Can we get out of  th is bondage alone? 

4.  At  what point  does the Greek chi ld receive his inher i tance (v.  2)? At
what point  can we receive our inher i tance as a chi ld of  God (v.  4-5)?

READ GALATIANS 4:1-7



5. In what two ways does Jesus ident i fy wi th us through his bir th (v.  4)?
Why is i t  necessary and good news for us that  Jesus was born as a
human under the law (v.  5)? 

6.  Not only are you no longer a s lave, but what is your status once you
place your fa i th in Jesus (v.  5-7)? What is special  about being God’s
chi ld? 

8.  Paul  appeals to his relat ionship wi th the churches in Galat ia.  Descr ibe
how Paul f i rst  came to preach the gospel  message there,  what the
relat ionship was between him and the new bel ievers,  and how i t  had
changed with the teachings of  the Judaizers (v.  12-16).  

9.  Paul  reveals the t rue mot ives of  the Judiazers – they f lat ter  the church
people so that they wi l l  be glor i f ied and made much of .  Their  mot ives are
not pure.  How does bel ieving that you can receive salvat ion through the
works of  the law make much of  yoursel f? What k ind of  purpose does Paul
say that serves (v.  17)? Why? How does salvat ion through fai th in Jesus
make much of  God? How does this also make much of  you? What does
Paul say about th is r ight fu l  mot ivat ion (v.  18)? 

10. What about verses 19-20 tel l  you that Paul  genuinely loves and cares
for the church people in Galat ia? How can you show genuine love for
fel low Christ ians today?

READ GALATIANS 4:8-11

7. Paul  reminds the Galat ians of  their  enslavement to s in and death when
they worshiped and fol lowed false Greek gods. He then asks why they
want to go back to being slaves to s in by bel ieving they must fo l low the
Jewish law to earn God’s love when that is impossible and not at  a l l
God’s intent ion for  salvat ion.  Why do so many people st i l l  s t ruggle to
bel ieve we have to work for  God’s approval ,  even Christ ians? What can
we do to help each other combat th is sort  of  th inking? 

READ GALATIANS 4:12-20



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 8 GALATIANS 4:21-31

FOCUS

1. Why is reading the Old Testament important? 

2.  How conf ident are you in your knowledge of  the Old Testament?
Explain.

STUDY
1. Review: How has Paul  descr ibed the law in chapter 3 and ear ly on in
chapter 4?

2. Once again,  Paul  addresses the false teachings of  a work-based
salvat ion using the scr iptures (our Old Testament)  to prove why we have
good reason to bel ieve in a fa i th-based salvat ion.  First ,  Paul  asks the
church members who the Judaizers have inf luenced i f  they have read the
scr iptures (v.  21).  Why is i t  important that  you read the scr iptures
yoursel f  and not just  t rust  what people in teaching posi t ions over you
teach? 

READ GALATIANS 4:21

3. Paul  uses the same stor ies the Judaizers were teaching the Galat ians
but to reveal  that  the stor ies actual ly show God’s plan for salvat ion
through fai th (3:16).  What comparisons is Paul  making? 

4.  Read Genesis 15:1-6 and 16:1-10. What was Abraham’s concern,  and
what was God’s response? Even though Abraham had spoken to God,
why do you think he went along with Sarai ’s plan? 

When do you think i t  is  most di f f icul t  to t rust  God’s Word? What does
that reveal  about your bel ief  in God? 
What compl icat ions came from them taking God’s plans into their  own
hands?

READ GALATIANS 4:22-27



READ GALATIANS 4:8-11

5. Read Genesis 17:15-21. Which son wi l l  God establ ish His covenant
through, and how long of  a covenant is th is? What seems impossible
about God’s ways? What does this teach you about God?

6. Now, look back at  Galat ians 4:22-23. What does i t  mean that one son
was born of  the f lesh and the other f rom the promise?

7. Which covenant does Paul  compare Hagar and Ishmael to (v.  23-25)?
Why? Which Jerusalem is Hagar compared to (v.  27)? What about Sarah
(v.  26)? 

8.  What point  about salvat ion is Paul  t ry ing to make by comparing
Hagar’s son to the Mosaic law and the present-day Jerusalem? In
contrast ,  how does Sarah’s story represent the Jerusalem above (God’s
home and our future home)? *Note:  The present-day Jerusalem had
pol i t ical  and spir i tual  s lavery – l iv ing there,  they were under the
oppression of  the Roman government,  and the Jewish leaders there
taught salvat ion comes through the law. 

READ GALATIANS 4:28-5:1

9. Did God choose to have us saved through Abraham’s and Sarah’s
intervent ion ( their  own works) or through His promise (God’s work) (v.  28,
31)? How is i t  possible for  any of  us to be chi ldren from Isaac’s l ineage i f
we are not Jewish (Galat ians 3:29)? What do these women’s stor ies
teach you about God’s plan for salvat ion? 

10. In Galat ians 4:29-30, Paul  ref lects once again on the relat ionship
between the two sons, Ishmael and Isaac. In Genesis 21:8-14, Ishmael
(born f rom a slave),  who was a teenager,  laughed at  and mocked baby
Isaac (born f rom God’s promise).  As a resul t  of  h is insul t ,  Sarah had
Hagar and Ishmael banished. What is the s imi lar i ty between how Ishmael
treated Isaac and how the Judaizers v iew Christ ians who bel ieve in fa i th-
alone salvat ion? How should we treat the teachings of  someone who says
works save us?



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 9 GALATIANS 5:1-12

FOCUS

1. What is unique about the gospel  message compared to many other
rel ig ions?

2. How can accept ing a l i t t le bi t  of  a bad thing into your l i fe become a
bigger threat to your wel l -being? 

STUDY
1. Review: How would you summarize what Galat ians 5:1 says in context
wi th the let ter? How can you pract ical ly apply th is verse? 

2.  Why would Chr ist  be of  “no advantage” i f  the people accepted the
teachings that you must be ci rcumcised in the f lesh to be saved (v.  2)?
Why is th is a r id iculous not ion (v.  3)?

3. How is someone’s relat ionship and standing with Chr ist  descr ibed for
those who rely on their  works to be just i f ied/made r ighteous (v.  4)? Why? 

4.  Those who rely on their  own works for  salvat ion are descr ibed as
separated from Christ  wi th God’s judgement st i l l  on them. In contrast ,
who can have hope for r ighteousness (v.  5-6)? Explain.  

5.  Paul  is  not saying that c i rcumcision is wrong, but that  i t  wi l l  not  save
you for the day of  judgment (v.  6) .  What new concept [ that  wi l l  be teased
out more later]  about fa i th does Paul  introduce in th is verse? How is the
way you love God and others an indicat ion of  your fa i th in Jesus? 

READ GALATIANS 5:1-6

READ GALATIANS 5:7-12
6. What does Paul  mean when he says the church people were running so
wel l  (v.  7)? Who is NOT changing the gospel  message (v.  8)? How can
you ensure that you aren’ t  being persuaded into something that goes
against  God’s Word? 



7. Leaven—or yeast—does not remain isolated in a s ingle spot wi th in a
lump of  dough. I t  spreads and becomes part  of  the ent i re loaf .  What point
is Paul  making about fa lse teaching al lowed in a congregat ion or
indiv idual 's l i fe (v.  9)? In addi t ion to church leaders,  what other
inf luences in your l i fe should you be mindful  of  how they inf luence your
bel ief  system? [ i .e.  th ink about what you l is ten to,  watch, and who you
spend t ime with]  

8.  Who does Paul  bel ieve wi l l  lead the Galat ians back to the t ruth (v.
10)? What does he bel ieve wi l l  happen to the fa lse teacher? What does
this teach you about the ser iousness of  teaching? 

9.  I t  was l ikely that  a rumor was spread that Paul  preached that people
needed to be circumcised in addi t ion to bel ieving in Jesus Christ  to be
saved. His response was, “Why would the Jews be persecut ing me i f  I
preached the same as them?” Think about th is sect ion and the whole
let ter :  what do you learn about how Paul handled rumors? What are good
and bad ways to handle fa lse rumors about yoursel f? What do you learn
about how to t reat  the rumors you hear about others?

10. In verse 11, Paul  seems qui te angry as he makes his most severe
comment by stat ing that he wishes the false teachers would castrate
themselves. Paul  does not want them to hurt  themselves physical ly,  but
f rom a spir i tual  perspect ive,  someone who is castrated can not produce
more converts.  Paul  is  obviously angry:  Is anger s inful? [ read Ephesians
4:26 and Mark 3:1-5 for  more insight]  Is Paul  s inning when he makes his
comment? How do you know i f  your anger is r ighteous or s inful? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 10 GALATIANS 5:13-25

FOCUS

1. What does i t  mean to l ive for  Chr ist? 

2.  What do you know about the Holy Spir i t? What quest ions do you have
about the Holy Spir i t?

STUDY
1. Review: In Galat ians 5:6,  what does Paul  say counts towards our
salvat ion,  and what does not count? According to Paul ,  what wi l l  fa i th
look l ike when l ived out? How is love an expression of  fa i th in Jesus? 

2.  What are we free from? How should God's f ree people l ive,  and how
should they not l ive? Why? 

3.  Here,  Paul  declares that using your f reedom in Chr ist  to l ive for
yoursel f  is  a waste.  How is "You shal l  love your neighbor as yoursel f"  a
good summary of  God's laws and how a Chr ist ian ought to l ive (v.  14)? I f
we take advantage of  our f reedom in Chr ist ,  how wi l l  our relat ionship wi th
others be af fected (v.  15)? 

READ GALATIANS 5:13-15

4. What is the supernatural  key to not l iv ing a sel f -centered l i fe that
distorts the f reedom God gave us through fai th in Jesus (v.  16)? 

5.  What is the Spir i t ,  and what is the f lesh? What is the relat ionship
between the Spir i t  and the f lesh l ike (v.  17)? How have you exper ienced
the tension between the Spir i t  and your f lesh? How is th is tension
di f ferent f rom what a non-Christ ian wi l l  exper ience? 

READ GALATIANS 5:16-25



6. Paul  is  not making a new law for Chr ist ians to fo l low but giv ing what
should be obvious examples of  what i t  looks l ike to l ive l i fe according to
the f lesh and not by the Spir i t .  Do you not ice any repeat ing ideas (v.  19-
21)? Are there any examples that surpr ise or stand out to you? How does
l iv ing by the f lesh af fect  a person's relat ionship wi th God and others? 

7.  Paul  says that those who cont inuously pract ice s inning wi l l  not  inher i t
the k ingdom of God (v.  21).  How is cont inuously pract ic ing s in di f ferent
from an isolated lapse? Why is th is an important dist inct ion to make?
What does cont inuously s inning imply about a person's relat ionship wi th
God?

8. In contrast  to the f lesh, what descr ipt ion does Paul  g ive to those who
are in Chr ist  when they al low the Holy Spir i t  to lead them (v.  22-24)? How
is i t  possible to produce this spir i tual  f ru i t  (v.  24)?

9. Read the fol lowing descr ipt ions of  the nine character ist ics (wr i t ten by
Bibleref .com) of  the f ru i t  of  the Spir i t  below and then discuss the
fol lowing quest ions:  Which descr ipt ion stands out to you? Why? How
does the frui t  of  the Spir i t  make us Chr ist l ike?

Love — This is famously descr ibed as "sel f less love,"  or  an at t i tude that considers
other people more than ourselves,  wi thout expect ing anything in return.  

1.

Joy — Is best descr ibed as an inner conf idence. Supernatural  peace comes as a
resul t  of  t rust ing God and is not dependent on our c i rcumstances (Phi l ippians 4:4–9).  

2.

Peace — is the concept of  rest fu l ,  assured st i l lness.  Bibl ical  "peace" involves
emotions such as assurance, and an overal l  sense of  spir i tual  calm.

3.

Pat ience — is the abi l i ty ,  in the Spir i t ,  to wai t  on God's perfect  t iming even when our
personal  agenda seems to be fai l ing.  Scr ipture uses the term "pat ience" to mean an
abi l i ty  to endure hardship—to "weather the storm." 

4.

Kindness — Includes concepts of  being good and gent le.  In the Spir i t ,  we can be kind
to anyone, even those who are chal lenging and of fensive.  

5.

Goodness — is the abi l i ty  to do the r ight  th ing in every c i rcumstance. 6.
Fai thfulness — This represents a k ind of  endurance, dr iven by t rust .  In the Spir i t ,
Chr ist ians can keep going in the r ight  d i rect ion,  even when we don' t  fu l ly  understand
al l  God is doing.

7.

Gent leness — Is the supernatural  abi l i ty  in the Spir i t 's  power not to demand control
or be extreme in our responses.

8.

Sel f -control  — In the context  of  our relat ionship wi th Chr ist ,  sel f -control  is  the
supernatural  abi l i ty  to submit  our wi l l  to His leading in our l ives.  A Spir i t -control led
person is always in fu l l  control  of  h is or her own mind, body, and words.

9.

10. The Holy Spir i t  does not make us into God's puppets but helps us to
l ive for  God as we partner wi th His Spir i t  (v.  25).  What does i t  mean to
"keep in step" wi th the Spir i t? 

https://www.bibleref.com/Philippians/4/Philippians-4-4.html


1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 11 GALATIANS 6:1-10

FOCUS

1. What is the purpose of  a test? What k ind of  feel ings are associated
with taking tests? 

2.  What does the saying “You reap what you sow” mean? Give an
example.

STUDY
1. Review: How does God want us to l ive out our f reedom (5:13-26)?
Why? What does i t  mean to walk by the Spir i t  versus walk ing by the
f lesh? 

2.  What responsibi l i t ies do fol lowers of  Jesus have toward each other (v.
1-2)? What does i t  mean to be a spir i tual  person? What character ist ic(s)
of  the Spir i t  l is ted in 5:22-23 should a bel iever take when helping their
struggl ing brother or s ister in Chr ist  (v.  1)? What type of  temptat ions
might a bel iever need to be careful  of  whi le helping to restore someone
caught in s in (v.  1)?

3. What does i t  pract ical ly mean to bear someone’s burdens? What
compl icat ions can come from helping in th is way? 

4.  One reason we may not ask for  help shar ing our burdens or not
want ing to help others is because of  our pr ide,  which is why, in verse 3,
Paul  says that when you think too highly of  yoursel f ,  you are deceived.
How does pr ide get in our way of  asking for help or of fer ing help to
others? Is i t  easy or di f f icul t  for  you to ask for  help? Explain.  

READ GALATIANS 6:1-5



5. In verse 4,  Paul  instructs bel ievers to test  themselves by correct ly
evaluat ing their  works of  l iv ing for  Chr ist .  Bel ievers should do this not by
comparing themselves to others but instead by evaluat ing themselves
honest ly.  This boast ing is not pr ideful ;  instead, i t  is  considered an honest
ref lect ion of  themselves. What dangers come from comparing ourselves
to others? How can you evaluate how you l ive for  Chr ist  in the power of
the Spir i t? 

6.  Paul  d ist inguishes between bear ing a person’s burdens in verse 2,
which impl ies something unreasonably and extremely heavy for one
person to carry on their  own, to a “ load” in verse 5,  that  is  manageable
and reasonable for  a person to take on themselves. What is an example
of something a person needs to bear on their  own? How do you know
when a “ load” becomes too much for yoursel f  or  someone else and
assistance is needed?

7. One way Paul  may be implying that each bel iever is to bear our own
load is through the responsibi l i ty  of  support ing our pastors.  Why would
Paul include the idea that taking care of  our pastors should be something
each person does? 

8.  Some people bel ieve that because they are saved by fa i th,  they can
take advantage of  God's grace and forgiveness and l ive however they
want (by the f lesh).  However,  God is not mocked, and i f  someone
chooses to l ive against  His good design and by their  f lesh, they wi l l  reap
a harvest f i t t ing for  their  s ins (v.  7-8).  What does i t  mean to "reap what
you sow?" How does the pr inciple of  sowing and reaping connect to
Galat ians 5:16-23? 

9.  Why might a bel iever feel  weary ( t i red,  fat igued) f rom doing good? Why
would i t  be extra encouraging to hear these words f rom Paul? Who does
Paul urge bel ievers to cont inue to do good for (v.  10)? Why do you think
he emphasizes doing good to the “household of  fa i th.”  How have fel low
Christ ians blessed your l i fe? 

10. What does this passage teach you about what God values for your
l i fe? 

READ GALATIANS 6:6-10



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



Galatians Study
LESSON 12 GALATIANS 6:11-18

FOCUS

1. How has your l i fe changed as a resul t  of  p lacing your fa i th in Jesus?

2. What would you tel l  someone who feels l ike they are too far gone to be
forgiven by God? What would you say to someone who tel ls you they
don’ t  need God?

STUDY

1. What reasons does Paul  th ink are mot ivat ing the Judaizers to push for
circumcision (v.  12-13)? 

2.  The Judaizers demanded that the Gent i les fo l low the law to belong to
God. How wel l  d id they keep the law themselves (v.  13)? Why doesn’ t
their  inconsistency seem to bother them? 

3. In contrast  to boast ing in human works,  Paul  says his boast ing is in
the cross of  Chr ist  (v.  14).  What does he mean by th is? Why would he
then conclude the wor ld has been cruci f ied to him, and he has been
cruci f ied to the wor ld? What does this mean?

4. As Paul  restates t ime and t ime again,  salvat ion is NOT dependent on
our works,  including circumcision, which was once an outward sign that
expressed a person’s al legiance to the one true God. Paul  concludes that
instead of  a physical  a l terat ion to the body, what matters is that  we have
become a new creat ion.  What does i t  mean to become a new creat ion?
What has i t  looked l ike in your l i fe? 

5.  Who does Paul  say can exper ience true peace and mercy (v.  16)? 

READ GALATIANS 6:11-18



6. Paul  makes one last  combat ive remark and tel ls the Judiazers to leave
him alone (v.  17).  He wi l l  not  change the gospel  message he preached,
and the evidence of  h is convict ion is the marks of  Jesus on his body –
l ikely the physical  inf l ic t ions given to him by those persecut ing him for his
al legiance to Chr ist  a lone. How does Paul ’s l i fe make his previous
teachings about not becoming weary of  doing good (6:9) even more
meaningful? 

7.  What tone does Paul  have as he concludes his let ter  (v.  18)? What
does he wish for the Galat ians? How does this blessing f i t  wi th the rest  of
the let ter? 

8.  How would you summarize the fundamental  problem the Galat ians
faced? What were Paul 's major arguments for  t rust ing in the gospel  they
f i rst  heard f rom him? 

9.  How would you summarize what i t  means to respond to the t ruth that
you are saved through fai th? 

10. How has your study in the book of  Galat ians af fected your th inking or
act ions? What quest ions has this study st i r red up in you? What can you
do to seek rel iable answers to those quest ions? 

WRAPPING IT UP

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY


