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The Seven Signs
LESSON 1 THE PURPOSE

LEADER NOTES

The Book of  John is one of  four gospel  books in the New Testament.  
I t  was the last  gospel  wr i t ten and was constructed much later in
John’s l i fe,  so he had longer to consider what detai ls the people at  the
t ime needed to hear.  
Before wr i t ing his gospel ,  John had already penned several  let ters to
churches (1,  2,  and 3 John are a few preserved in the Bible).  His
gospel  account was l ikely inf luenced by a desire to reinforce
foundat ional  t ruths the ear ly church members l ikely struggled with.
John had a personal  re lat ionship wi th Jesus and cal led himsel f  “ the
one whom Jesus loved” in his narrat ive (John 13:23).  
The gospel  narrat ive centers on Jesus’  ident i ty as Chr ist ,  the Son of
God (John 20:30-31).  The t i t le “Chr ist”  is  of ten used interchangeably
with “Messiah” or “Savior”  and carr ies the profound meaning of  the
“anointed one.”  Anoint ing s igni f ies being set apart  for  a speci f ic
purpose, and Jesus, as the anointed one, was set apart  as God’s only
Son (God in the f lesh) to save the wor ld of  their  s ins once and for al l .
The seven miracles John records in his gospel  are strategical ly
chosen to prove that Jesus is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John 20:30-
31).  
The f i rst  chapter of  John sets the stage for the rest  of  the narrat ive by
connect ing Jesus’  dei ty to that  of  God. John uses language consistent
with Genesis and Exodus mot i fs in a poet ic form of wr i t ing to assert
that  Jesus and God are one (v.  1-18).  The rest  of  chapter one
introduces several  encounters wi th Jesus as he cal ls his f i rst
disciples.  In those encounters,  seven di f ferent t i t les,  keeping in theme
with the number seven, are given to Jesus by those who Jesus invi tes
to fo l low him. 
The John ment ioned in John 1:6-8 is not the author,  but  John the
Bapt izer who was prophesied about f rom the Old Testament and
chosen by God to prepare the way for Jesus (For fur ther study: Luke
1:5-25, 39-45, 57-80, 3:1-21).  



The Seven Signs
LESSON 1 THE PURPOSE

FOCUS

1. I f  you can go back in t ime and see any miracle performed in the Bible,
which one would you want to see and why? 

2.  Why does what you bel ieve about Jesus matter? Or does i t?

STUDY

1. John could have wri t ten about more signs Jesus had done, but he
hand-selected seven speci f ic  ones. What is John’s purpose for you as
you study the s igns?

READ JOHN 20:30-31

2. John purposeful ly paral le led his beginning statements about Jesus to
the creat ion story.  Read Genesis 1:1-5 and discuss the s imi lar i t ies
between the passages.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  2 The earth was without form
and void,  and darkness was over the face of  the deep. And the Spir i t  of  God was
hover ing over the face of  the waters.  3 And God said,  “Let there be l ight , ”  and there was
l ight .  4 And God saw that the l ight  was good. And God separated the l ight  f rom the
darkness. 5 God cal led the l ight  Day, and the darkness he cal led Night.  And there was
evening and there was morning, the f i rst  day.

3. What is John teaching us about Jesus by placing him at  the beginning
of creat ion? Why are these huge claims to make about someone?

READ JOHN 1:1-5

READ JOHN 1:6-13



4. What are the two responses people have toward Jesus’  coming (v.  11-
12)? 

5.  In th is sect ion,  John is making connect ions for his Jewish audience to
the accounts in Exodus. Read Exodus 33:18-23, then answer the
fol lowing: What do you learn about God’s glory f rom Moses'  exper ience?
 
18 Moses said,  “Please show me your glory.”  19 And he said,  “ I  wi l l  make al l  my
goodness pass before you and wi l l  proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord. ’  And I  wi l l
be gracious to whom I  wi l l  be gracious, and wi l l  show mercy on whom I  wi l l  show mercy.
20 But,”  he said,  “you cannot see my face, for  man shal l  not  see me and l ive.”  21 And
the Lord said,  “Behold,  there is a place by me where you shal l  stand on the rock,  22 and
whi le my glory passes by I  wi l l  put  you in a c lef t  of  the rock,  and I  wi l l  cover you with my
hand unt i l  I  have passed by.  23 Then I  wi l l  take away my hand, and you shal l  see my
back, but my face shal l  not  be seen.”

6. What connect ion is John making about Jesus when he says, “we have
seen his glory,”  in verse 14? What does this teach you about who Jesus
is?

7. John uses the Father-Son language (v.  14,  18) to descr ibe the
relat ionship between the two parts of  the t r in i ty:  God the Father and
Jesus the Son. What does i t  mean for Jesus to be the Son of  God
(speci f ical ly verses 1 and 14)? 

8.  John is assert ing that Jesus is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God. That is,  he
is the Savior,  God in f lesh. How is the passage sett ing up his point? Why
do these t i t les about Jesus matter? 

READ JOHN 1:14-18

a. How does someone become a chi ld of  God (v.  12-13)?

 b.  In verse 12, “bel ieving in his name” means bel ieving in everything
that Jesus is,  including Christ ,  the Son of  God. Many people say they
bel ieve Jesus existed, but why does i t  matter what you bel ieve about
Jesus?



1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



The Seven Signs
LESSON 2 WATER INTO WINE

LEADER NOTES

Turning water into wine is the f i rst  recorded sign John wri tes about to
prove that Jesus is God: the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John 20:30-31).   
John's gospel  is  the only one that contains th is miracle.  
Whi le Jesus performed many other s igns not recorded in the book of
John (John 20:30),  the phrasing " the f i rst  of  h is s igns" (v.  11) impl ies
that Jesus did not perform any miracles before th is moment.  
In Jesus'  t ime, Jewish weddings lasted about a week because guests
might have to t ravel  a far  d istance for the event.  The fami ly was
responsible for  having enough food and dr ink at  any given t ime to feed
their  v is i tors.  Cul tural ly,  running out of  food and beverages at  the
celebrat ion would humil iate the fami ly.  
Jesus cal l ing his mother "woman" (v.  4)  was an act  of  pol i teness and
respect back then. You could l iken i t  to saying, "Madame." Jesus also
used this phrase when he spoke to his mother as he hung from the
cross (John 19:26).
In John's gospel ,  the phrase "My hour has not yet  come" (v.  4)  refers
to the culminat ion of  Jesus'  ministry at  h is cruci f ix ion (John 7:30;
8:20; 12:23, 27).  In th is s i tuat ion,  Jesus performed the miracle quiet ly,
protect ing the t iming of  h is ministry.
The way Jesus transformed the water into wine provides a powerful
symbol ic lesson. In the Bible,  wine of ten represented blood, and
pur i f icat ion jugs were designated to help people c lean themselves
from sin.  When Jesus turned the water f rom the r i tual  pur i f icat ion jugs
into wine, he showed us how his div ine blood would replace r i tuals
designated to wipe the people 's s ins away.   
The master of  the feast (2:9) was the head server and master of
ceremonies dur ing the week- long wedding celebrat ion.  The
br idegroom’s fami ly was responsible for  purchasing the wedding
suppl ies,  l ike the wine. So, the master of  ceremonies was surpr ised by
the fami ly when they brought out their  best  wine last ,  which would
have been out of  order in his exper ience. Nonetheless,  he was great ly
pleased!
The sign revealed Jesus's glory,  the same glory John spoke about in
John 1:14, which reveals God's glory when we see Jesus. 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 2 WATER INTO WINE

FOCUS

1. What is your favor i te part  of  a wedding? 

2.  Descr ibe a t ime you messed up or were in a bind, and someone helped
you. 

STUDY

1. Summarize the story.  Make sure to note the problem, how Jesus helps,
and how the disciples respond. 

2.  At tending a wedding with Jesus was one of  the f i rst  th ings his new
disciples ( fo l lowers) did wi th him. What does this teach you about the
way Jesus l ived and did ministry? In what areas in your l i fe can you invi te
people in whi le invest ing in them? 

3. Verse 3-4 refers to the hour of  Jesus’  cruci f ix ion.  Jesus was in control
of  the t iming of  h is ministry and was not ready to fu l ly  reveal  h imsel f .  Yet,
he chose to address the needs of  the people by discreet ly f ix ing the
fami ly 's problem of not having enough wine for the guests.  What does
this teach you about Jesus? How have you exper ienced Jesus in th is
way?

4. The jugs Jesus used to change the water into wine were pur i f icat ion
jugs used for c leaning onesel f  f rom sin (v.  6-8).  In the scr iptures,  wine
often represents blood. What spir i tual  lesson do you think Jesus is
making when he takes a rel ig ious pur i f icat ion r i tual  and transforms i t  into
the best wine? ( i .e. ,  What is he symbol ical ly saying wi l l  pur i fy the
people?)

READ JOHN 2:1-11



5. Think about the quant i ty and qual i ty of  wine that Jesus provided. What
does this teach you about what Jesus of fers and who he is? 

6.  In Isaiah 25:6,  the prophet Isaiah descr ibes the banquet feast  the King
Messiah wi l l  have with his people:  “On this mountain the Lord of  hosts
wi l l  make for al l  peoples a feast  of  r ich food, a feast  of  wel l -aged wine, of
r ich food ful l  of  marrow, of  aged wine wel l  ref ined.”  How is Jesus giv ing a
“taste” of  h is future reign? 

7.  According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus’  s igns? How
does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God? 

8.  The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. How did the disciples respond
to his f i rst  s ign (v.  11)? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

a. In th is passage, bel ieving in Jesus here does not mean they did
not bel ieve in Him before (see their  f i rst  encounter and responses to
Jesus in chapter 1).  Instead, their  bel ief  in Jesus was conf i rmed and
strengthened. How has your fa i th in Jesus grown throughout the
years? I f  i t  hasn’ t ,  why do you think that  is?



The Seven Signs
LESSON 3 A BOY HEALED

LEADER NOTES

Heal ing the of f ic ia l 's  son is the second recorded sign John wri tes
about to prove Jesus'  dei ty as the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John 20:30-
31).   
Cana and Capernaum are approximately 25 mi les apart .  
The word for “of f ic ia l ”  in Greek could mean a court  of f ic ia l  or
nobleman.  
When Jesus says, “Unless you see signs and wonders you wi l l  not
bel ieve” (v.  48),  the word “you” is plural  in Greek. Jesus is speaking to
the people in general ,  not  just  the of f ic ia l .  L ike us,  asking for more
and more signs was a common problem people had dur ing Jesus’s day
(Matthew 16:1-4;  John 6: . . .?) .  Jesus’  heal ing of  the of f ic ia l ’s  son from
afar can be seen as a teaching opportuni ty;  i t  is  l ike asking the of f ic ia l
i f  he wi l l  have fai th ( t rust)  that  Jesus wi l l  do what he says.  
Asking Jesus to perform a miracle does not alone express fa i th.  Af ter
al l ,  anyone can ask for  a miracle out of  desire.  However,  the
desperate man, whose son is near death,  chose to t rust  Jesus’  words
and lef t  wi thout Jesus by his s ide.  Truly,  he bel ieves that Jesus can
and did heal  h is son without even being physical ly wi th him. The
off ic ia l  acts on this bel ief  as he walks home, demonstrat ing fa i th in
act ion.  



The Seven Signs
LESSON 3 A BOY HEALED

FOCUS

1. When have you fel t  scared to go to God about something? Explain.  

2.  When is i t  most chal lenging, and when is i t  easiest  to t rust  Jesus? 

STUDY

1. Summarize the story.  Make sure to note the problem, how Jesus helps,
and how the of f ic ia l  and others respond to the miracle.  

2.  Jesus chal lenged the of f ic ia l  and those around him, saying, "Unless
you see signs and wonders,  you wi l l  not  bel ieve."  Jesus is set t ing up a
spir i tual  chal lenge for th is man: are you wi l l ing to real ly t rust  me, wi thout
seeing proof,  or  not? Why is th is a chal lenge for us st i l l  today? Does
Jesus expect you to have no good reason to bel ieve and simply rely on
bl ind fa i th? Explain.  

3.  How did the of f ic ia l  demonstrate genuine bel ief  in Jesus (v.  50)? Why
do you think he took Jesus at  h is word even before seeing the miracle? 

READ JOHN 4:46-54

a. How did the man’s fa i th strengthen with joy and conf idence on his
journey home (v.  51-53)?

4. What can this man’s exper ience teach you about how to approach God
with your prayers? 



5. What is unique about how Jesus healed and transformed the boy from
death to l i fe (v.  50)? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

a. How has God's Word ( the Bible) t ransformed your l i fe? 
b.  How have you struggled with the scr iptures (devot ing t ime to
them, understanding them, desir ing to read, t rust ing them as God’s
Word, etc.)?  
c.  How can you overcome these struggles?

6. According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus’  s igns? How
does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God? 

7.  The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. Why do you think his whole
household,  not  just  the man, responded in fa i th (v.  53)? How do you
imagine the conversat ion between the of f ic ia l  and his fami ly and servants
went? 

8.  Do you have a fami ly member who has inf luenced your fa i th in Jesus
for the better? Explain how they do this.  How are you inf luencing your
fami ly ’s fa i th? Explain.  



The Seven Signs
LESSON 4 THE HEALING AT THE POOL

LEADER NOTES

Heal ing the man at  the pool  is  the th i rd recorded sign John wri tes
about to prove Jesus'  ident i ty as the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John
20:30-31).   
Performing miracles is not the mission of  Jesus'  ministry.  Many were
disabled, and yet he chose only to heal  one man who wasn' t  even
looking for his help.  He used this miracle as a teaching opportuni ty.   
The pool  of  Bethesda was near the Temple in the northeast corner of
Jerusalem. The colonnades provided shade and nearness to the
Temple for  the disabled.
Verse 4 is omit ted f rom the newer Bible t ranslat ions because whi le the
sentence is in some manuscr ipts,  i t  is  not  in the ear l iest  ones, which
impl ies that  i t  was l ikely wr i t ten into the margins by a scr ibe who was
attempt ing to help add context  for  why the inval id was wait ing to get in
the water.  
Since the man had been disabled for 38 years (v.  5) ,  there was no
doubt that  i t  was the power of  God who immediately made this man
wel l .  
"The Jews" (v.  10) refers to the rel ig ious leaders in Jerusalem. These
leaders added tradi t ions to the laws given by God. In Exodus 20:10,
God commands the Sabbath as a day of  rest .  Over t ime, the rel ig ious
leaders added to the commands to protect  the holy day. Some
restr ict ions they placed on people for  the Sabbath involved how many
steps a man could walk,  where he could spi t ,  and how much weight he
could pick up. Jesus of ten healed people on the Sabbath and, in doing
so, highl ighted the hypocr isy and hardened hearts of  the Phar isees.
Jesus withdraws af ter  he heals the man (v.  13),  protect ing the t iming
of his ministry.  
At  another point  in Jesus'  ministry,  he teaches that not al l  physical
ai lments resul t  f rom sin (John 9:3).  I t  is  unclear whether th is man
sinned, which caused his disabi l i ty ;  however,  Jesus'  warning to s in no
more (v,  14) may be a reminder that  there are worse things than being
cr ippled, including the penal ty of  s in (Luke 12:4-5).    



The Seven Signs
LESSON 4 THE HEALING AT THE POOL

LEADER NOTES CONTINUED

The Jewish leaders held to the bel ief  that  God is always working by
sustaining the wor ld,  even on Sabbath days. Therefore,  when Jesus
said,  "My Father is working unt i l  now, and I  am working,"  the Jews
knew Jesus was claiming that he and God are one; that  is ,  Jesus is
God (v.  17-18),  which is why his statements outraged them so much. 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 4 THE HEALING AT THE POOL

FOCUS

1. How do you handle doubts about your fa i th? 

2.  When al l  seems hopeless,  where might people turn for  help?

STUDY

1. Summarize what is happening in the story.  Think about:  What is the
problem in the story? How does Jesus help? How do people respond to
His help?

2. What is unusual  about the verse numbers between verses 3 and 5?
*Read the footnote to discover what is missing. 

READ JOHN 5:1-18

a. Does the absence or inclusion of  the verse change the story?
Does i t  change any foundat ion doctr ine (bel ief)  of  the Chr ist ian
fai th? 
b.Does the fact  that  Bible scholars removed the verse because of
quest ions of  i ts  authent ic i ty to the or ig inal  wr i t ing concern you? Why
or why not? 

3.  How long had the man been paralyzed? Why is th is an especial ly
important detai l  when you consider what Jesus was about to do? 

4.  What do you learn about Jesus through his interact ions wi th the
paralyzed man? 

a.  Why do you think Jesus told the man to s in no more af ter  he was
healed? Give examples of  how sin can make things worse. 



5. Nothing in the Old Testament laws God gave expressly prohibi ted the
innocent act  of  carry ing a mat f rom one area to another on the Sabbath.
Those tradi t ions were added to God’s laws by people.  How did Jesus
respond to the Jewish leaders who were angry that  he healed someone
on the Sabbath (v.  17)?  

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

a. The Jewish leaders know that God is always working by sustaining
the world,  even on Sabbath days. What is Jesus claiming about
himsel f  and his relat ionship wi th God the Father when he says he is
working on the Sabbath just  l ike his Father (v.  18)?
b. How is Jesus claiming to be the Son of  God di f ferent f rom us
cal l ing ourselves chi ldren of  God? How do you know i t  is  d i f ferent
from the context  of  th is passage?

6. According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus’  s igns? How
does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God? 

7.  The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. The passage contains a
negat ive response toward Jesus by the rel ig ious leaders.  Why do you
think they over looked the incredible miracle Jesus performed and reacted
in anger and disbel ief  toward him? Give an example of  how people ignore
the signs or evidence of  Jesus nowadays.

8.  How have you exper ienced negat ive react ions f rom others because of
your fa i th in Jesus? How do you respond when you hear other ’s doubts or
disdain towards Jesus? How should you respond? 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 5 JESUS FEEDS THE 5,000

LEADER NOTES

The feeding of  the 5,000 is the fourth recorded sign that proves the
dei ty of  Jesus: the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John 20:30-31).   
The feeding of  the 5,000 is the only miracle recorded in al l  four
gospels.  
Using clues f rom the text ,  scholars have determined that th is s ign
occurred approximately s ix months af ter  the last  miracle that  John
recorded. The ment ion of  the Passover in th is chapter and the
recording of  the other fest ivals in the surrounding chapters help create
a t imel ine of  events.
The Greek word for “people” in verse 10 means “human being; l i teral ly
male and female.”  Whi le the scr iptures recorded 5,000 men, i t  was
l ikely that  15,000-20,000 people exper ienced the feeding.
With the Passover at  hand (v.  4) ,  the miracle wi th bread made an
especial ly profound impression on the Jews. Bread, symbol ic of  God’s
del iverance on more than one occasion in their  forefather ’s rescue
from slavery f rom the Egypt ians (Exodus 12; Exodus 16),  took on a
deep signi f icance dur ing th is fest ival .  
John emphasizes an important lesson when he wri tes twice that Jesus
gave thanks before mult ip ly ing the food (v.  11,  23).  The disciples
focused on their  human ef for ts (Did they have enough money? Could
they get enough donat ions?).  Jesus teaches that our ef for ts are
valuable to God only when we come to Him f i rst .  
In the Old Testament,  the prophet El isha performed a s imi lar  miracle
on a smal ler  scale:  he fed 100 men and had lef tovers af ter  d iv id ing 20
smal l  bar ley loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44).  The Jews would have been
fami l iar  wi th th is story and recognized that Jesus’  miracle was much
greater in quant i ty (at  least  50 t imes greater wi th a surplus of  food lef t
over) .  Recogniz ing this connect ion,  they perceived Jesus as the
prophet Moses foretold (v.  11).



The Seven Signs
LESSON 5 JESUS FEEDS THE 5,000

FOCUS

1. What is your favor i te food of  a l l  t ime? 

2.  Where have you seen evidence of  God in your l i fe? 

STUDY

1. Summarize what is happening in the story.  Think about:  What is the
problem in the story? How does Jesus help? How do people respond to
His help?

2. What does Jesus ask Phi l l ip,  and why does he ask him this (v.  5-6)? 

READ JOHN 6:1-15 

a. How do his disciples respond to his quest ion (v.  7-9)?
b. What does Jesus teach them from how he approaches the
si tuat ion (v.  11)? 
c.  What do you think Jesus wanted his disciples to understand from
his test ing?

3. What do you learn about Jesus from this s ign and how he interacts
with his disciples and the people he fed? What do you learn about people
from this account? 

4.  According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus’  s igns? How
does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God? 

READ JOHN 6:25-40



5. Jesus uses the miracle of  mult ip ly ing the food to reveal  a deeper
spir i tual  t ruth.  What k ind of  food does Jesus say to work for  (v.  27)? How
do you work for  that  sort  of  food (v.  29)? Why might th is be confusing for
anyone hear ing? 

6.  The people seemed to th ink they needed more proof f rom Jesus and
brought up stor ies f rom the Old Testament.  What did the people
misunderstand about the miracle f rom the Old Testament (v.  31-32)? 

7.  Manna sustained the Israel i tes '  l ives on earth for  a t ime, but what does
Jesus of fer  that  is  even better (v.  33-35)? Who is th is food for (v.  33)?
How do you receive i t ,  and what are the promises given to you when you
receive i t  (v.  35,  37, 39-40)? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

a. Why do you think there are such di f fer ing react ions to him? 
b.  How would you descr ibe to someone what i t  means to genuinely
bel ieve in Jesus?

READ JOHN 6:60-71

8. The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. Descr ibe the di f ferent
responses people had to Jesus af ter  he explained the spir i tual
impl icat ions of  the s ign.  



The Seven Signs
LESSON 6 JESUS WALKS ON WATER

LEADER NOTES

Jesus heal ing a man born bl ind is the s ixth recorded sign that points
to the dei ty of  Jesus: the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John 20:30-31).   
Whi le th is s ign is not speci f ical ly noted as a “s ign” by John, i t  is  one
of seven miracles that  John recorded in his gospel  narrat ive.  
The account of  Jesus walking on water is recorded in two other
gospels,  Mark 6:45-52 and Matthew 14:22-33. Al l  authors place the
miracle af ter  the feeding of  the 5,000. 
John wrote his gospel  last  and, therefore,  assumes that the readers
have already read the other gospel  accounts.  Therefore,  h is inclusion
of the story can be shortened so that he can focus on more detai ls in
other places.  
The Sea of  Gal i lee is approximately 7 mi les long and is posi t ioned
below a ser ies of  h i l ls ,  which makes i t  prone to sudden storms and
bursts of  wind.
Jesus instructed his disciples to t ravel  across the sea (Mark 6:45).
Perhaps he had them travel  because the large crowd could become
violent s ince they wanted to seize him as k ing and start  a pol i t ical
revival  against  the Roman government.  Regardless of  the reason, the
disciples obeyed Jesus and found themselves in the middle of  a storm,
teaching another valuable lesson: obeying Jesus does not mean there
wi l l  a lways be “smooth sai l ing.”
The men were fr ightened not necessar i ly  f rom the storm but because
they saw Jesus walking on water (v.  29) and thought he was a ghost
(Mark 6:49-50).  Sometimes, God’s intervent ion and help can seem
scary because we do not fu l ly  understand. 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 6 JESUS WALKS ON WATER

FOCUS

1. What is your favor i te body of  water? Why?

2. What can be int imidat ing about water ( i .e. ,  ra in,  oceans, r ivers,  lakes,
ponds)?

STUDY

1. Summarize what is happening in the story.  Think about:  What is the
problem in the story? How does Jesus help? How do people respond to
His help?

READ JOHN 6:16-21

2. What else do you learn f rom the other gospels ’  narrat ives? 

3.  What lessons can you take away from these accounts?

4. Does having di f ferent detai ls in the narrat ives mean there are
contradict ions in the Bible? Why or why not? 

5.  The Jews would have been fami l iar  wi th Psalms l ike 89:9,  which says
this about God: “You rule the raging of  the sea when i ts waves r ise,  you
st i l l  them.” Walking on water is not something Jesus did to amaze people.
Think about the psalm and miracle.  What is he teaching them about
himsel f  f rom this miracle?

READ MARK 6:45-52 AND MATTHEW 14:22-33 



6. In Mark’s account,  the disciples were so surpr ised by Jesus’  miracle on
the water because they had not yet  understood the miracle of  the feeding
of the 5,000 (Mark 6:51-52).  Throughout the gospels,  the disciples mature
in their  t rust  for  Jesus, but they st i l l  have a lot  to grow in their
understanding. What t ips would you give someone want ing to grow
spir i tual ly?

7. According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus’  s igns? How
does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God? 

8.  The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. The disciples did not
understand the miracle they were witnessing and taking part  in dur ing the
feeding of  the 5,000 (Mark 6:52).  However,  the miracle of  Jesus walking
on water uncovered something they were missing. Matthew 14:33 says,
“And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of
God.””  What do they understand about Jesus af ter  th is miracle,  and how
do they behave as a resul t  of  their  bel ief? Does this seem odd or logical
to do? Why?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY



The Seven Signs
LESSON 7 JESUS HEALS A MAN BORN BLIND

LEADER NOTES

Jesus heal ing a man born bl ind is the s ixth recorded sign that points
to the dei ty of  Jesus: the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God (John 20:30-31).   
The disciples '  react ion to the man’s bl indness was a typical  wor ld v iew
of the t ime (v.  2) .  Whi le i t  is  t rue that our own act ions can have the
biggest impact on our l ives,  there are t imes when hardships and tr ia ls
may come and they are no faul t  of  our own. 
Jesus refers to himsel f  as the l ight  of  the wor ld and whi le he is al ive
he is seen as “ the day” and he steadfast ly cont inues the works that
God the Father has cal led him to before his cruci f ix ion and death,
when “night”  comes (v.  4-5).  
L ight  and sight are of ten used to symbol ize spir i tual  knowledge. For
Christ ians,  the spir i tual  “s ight”  we receive when we are saved is
something we did not have unt i l  Chr ist  chose to give i t ,  just  as he was
the one to give to the bl ind man. 
Jesus’  heal ing of  the bl ind is prophet ic.  Isaiah 29:18, 35:5,  and 42:7
al l  speak about a future Prophet who wi l l  come and heal  the bl ind.
Jesus is the only one in the scr iptures given credi t  for  heal ing
bl indness (v.32).
Once again the rel ig ious rulers are angry about Jesus heal ing on the
Sabbath.  These leaders added tradi t ions to the laws given by God. In
Exodus 20:10, God commands the Sabbath as a day of  rest .  Over
t ime, the rel ig ious leaders added to the commands to protect  the holy
day. Some addi t ional  restr ict ions they placed on people for  the
Sabbath involved how many steps a man could walk,  where he could
spi t ,  and how much weight he could pick up. Jesus of ten healed
people on the Sabbath and, in doing so, highl ighted the hypocr isy and
spir i tual  b l indness of  the Phar isees. 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 7 JESUS HEALS A MAN BORN BLIND

LEADER NOTES CONTINUED

Jesus does not always heal ,  but  when he does, he does to br ing glory
to God and reveal  a deeper spir i tual  t ruth to those around him. In th is
case, he says that he came to give s ight to those who are bl ind,  that
is,  those who have unbel ief .  However,  those who think they know i t  a l l
but  have missed the point  ( the need for a Savior)  are t ru ly bl ind,  and
the gui l t  of  s in remains on them because they are unwi l l ing to see
their  misconcept ions and turn to him. 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 7 JESUS HEALS A MAN BORN BLIND

FOCUS

1. Can hardships or t r ia ls ever be good? Explain.  

2.  What do you think i t  means to be spir i tual ly bl ind? 

STUDY

1. Summarize what is happening in the story.  Think about:  What is the
problem in the story? How does Jesus help? How do people respond to
His help?

2. Not every hardship in our l ives resul ts f rom our own or someone else's
poor choices;  somet imes, i t  is  just  the resul t  of  l iv ing in a broken world.
What does Jesus say the purpose of  the man's bl indness is (v.  3)? How
does the man's suf fer ing bear wi tness to the works of  God?

3. How long was the man bl ind (v.  2)? After his heal ing,  d id the man
seem angry that  God al lowed him to be bl ind for  most of  h is l i fe? Explain
why or why not.  What does this teach you about how to v iew your
struggles and hardships? 

4.  Why is there a div is ion between the people in the story over the healed
man (v.  16)? I f  someone were to confess Jesus as the Chr ist  (Savior) ,
what could happen to them (v.  22)? What are some of the consequences
people face nowadays for fo l lowing Jesus? 

READ JOHN 9:1-41



5. Re-read the healed man's response to the Phar isees when they
quest ioned him (v.  24-34).  Why do you think the healed man had the
conf idence to speak to the rel ig ious rulers as he did?

1. What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

a. The man only had one interact ion wi th Jesus, yet  he made logical
conclusions about him. What were those conclusions (v.  30-34)? 
b.  Why do you think the Phar isees refused to accept the good
reasoning from the man?

6. According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus'  s igns? How
does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God? 

7.  The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. How does the healed man
respond to Jesus (v.  38)? How do the rel ig ious leaders react to what they
witnessed? Which is the most logical  response? 

8.  Jesus does not always heal  people physical ly,  but  when he does, i t  is
for  the glory of  God and to teach a spir i tual  t ruth to those around him.
What is Jesus'  point  in heal ing a bl ind man and point ing out that  the
Pharisees are st i l l  b l ind (v.  39-41)? 



The Seven Signs
LESSON 8 THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS

LEADER NOTES

Jesus rais ing Lazarus f rom the dead is the seventh and f inal  s ign that
John records to point  to the dei ty of  Jesus: the Chr ist ,  the Son of  God
(John 20:30-31).   
The rais ing of  Lazarus is only recorded in the Book of  John and
ant ic ipates the resurrect ion of  Jesus from the dead. 
John 11:9 impl ies that  to walk in the day is to walk in the l ight  of
God's Wi l l .  Even though travel ing to Judea is dangerous, God intends
for Jesus to go there to perform a miracle and reveal  God's glory.
Sometimes, God wi l l  cal l  His fo l lowers to some scary paths,  but i f  He
cal ls you to do so, His l ight  is  wi th you, and you wi l l  succeed.
The phrase "deeply moved" (v.  33,  38) means to be in immense sorrow
over his f r iend's death and the gr ief  h is other f r iends suffered. Jesus's
sorrow was l ikely intermixed with anger at  the evi l  of  death (1
Corinthians 15:26).   
Jesus tel l ing the people to move the tomb is no smal l  request (v.  39).
I t  would be simi lar  to someone asking you to dig up the body of  a
beloved one four days af ter  they had died and been bur ied,  but
possibly worse because their  embalming methods were nowhere near
as good as today. 
Jewish myst ic ism at the t ime taught that  a person's spir i t  could hover
over their  body for three days af ter  they die and return to them. After
the thi rd day, i t  was bel ieved that the dead person's spir i t  would leave
for the af ter l i fe.  Jesus rose Lazarus f rom the dead four days af ter  he
died (v.  39).  The miracle performed was clear ly an act  of  God. 
John does not focus on Lazarus'  react ion af ter  leaving the tomb. The
focus is Jesus, not Lazarus.  
This f inal  miracle t r iggers the Jewish leaders to put into act ion the
plan to have Jesus arrested, t r ied for  b lasphemy, and ul t imately put to
death on a Roman cross (v.  53).  



The Seven Signs
LESSON 8 THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS

FOCUS

1. Are you a person who is usual ly on t ime, ear ly,  or  late? Why is that? 

2.  Do you think i t  is  okay to quest ion God? Why or why not?

STUDY

1. Summarize what is happening in the story.  Think about:  What is the
problem in the story? How does Jesus help? How do the people respond
to His help?

2. What about Jesus'  behavior in verses 5-6 is unusual? Re-read verses 4
and 15. What does Jesus know about the reason for Lazarus'  s ickness
and death that  the others do not (v.  4,  11,  14)?

3. Martha shows more fai th than cr i t ic ism; her conversat ion wi th Jesus
ref lects her mourning, not complaining. What does Jesus teach her about
trust ing him in verses 25-26? 

READ JOHN 11:1-53

a. How does Martha respond to him (v.  27)? 
b.  Did she respond this way before or af ter  Lazarus was raised from
the dead? 
c.  What does this teach you about fa i th?

4. Jesus knew Lazarus’  death would not be f inal ,  so why do you think he
wept? What does this teach you about the character of  God? 

a.  Read Hebrews 4:15-16 below and discuss how i t  connects to the
si tuat ion and how i t  might comfort  someone hurt ing.

“For we do not have a high pr iest  who is unable to sympathize wi th our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are,  yet
wi thout s in.  Let  us then with conf idence draw near to the throne of  grace, that  we
may receive mercy and f ind grace to help in t ime of  need.”  Hebrews 4:15-16



5. Think about people who are hurt ing in your l i fe—maybe even you.
What lessons might God teach you through this story that  could help you
understand suffer ing,  hardships,  and gr ief? 

6.  As Jesus prays to God, why does he say he is praying and doing the
miracle (v.  41-42)? 

7.  According to John 20:31, what is the purpose of  Jesus’  s igns? 

1.  What lessons do you learn f rom this passage? Explain.  

2.  What should you pray for  based on this passage? 

3.  What change would you l ike to implement in your l i fe based on these
verses?

APPLY

a. How does the sign performed prove He is the Chr ist ,  the Son of
God? Is th is convincing evidence? Why or why not?  

8.  The signs are always about point ing you to Jesus, and each person is
responsible for  how they respond to Him. What were people 's di f ferent
responses towards the s ign (v.  43,  53)? 

a.  What do you think is the most logical  response to have towards
someone who is c la iming to be the Savior of  the World and who
raised someone from the dead four days af ter  h is death? 
b.  How are you responding to who Jesus says he is,  and how does
your response ref lect  how you l ive? 


