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James Study
QUICK FACTS

THE BOOK OF JAMES BACKGROUND

The book of  James is the ear l iest  wr i t ten book in the New Testament.

The author of  the let ter ,  James, is the hal f -brother of  Jesus.

James started as a skept ic when bel ieving his brother,  Jesus, was the
Christ  (Mark 3:21-25) but eventual ly became a bel iever and a leader in
the ear ly Chr ist ian churches in Jerusalem (Acts 15; Galat ians 1-2).

The let ter  addresses congregat ions of  Chr ist 's  fo l lowers outside of
Jerusalem. These are people who are coming with a salvat ion doctr ine
of fa i th.  

The let ter  is  a book of  wisdom. I t  does not teach new theology and is
heavi ly inf luenced by Old Testament wisdom books l ike Proverbs and
Jesus'  teachings, especial ly the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).  

Any bel iever can apply the teachings in th is let ter .  

James cal ls genuine fol lowers of  Jesus to become wise by loving God
and loving others.  



James Study
LESSON 1 JAMES 1:1-18

FOCUS

1. How do you general ly handle setbacks or hardships in your l i fe? Explain.  

2.  Descr ibe a t ime that a Chr ist ian you know handled a t r ia l  wi th
except ional  fa i th.  What do you think their  “secret”  was in making i t  through
that hard t ime?

STUDY

1. Who are the recipients of  the let ter ,  and what can you gather about them
so far?

2. Joy and tr ia ls are not general ly words that seem to go together (v.  2) .
Why should Chr ist ians consider (count)  t r ia ls as an opportuni ty to have joy,
an inner peace that comes from trust ing in God regardless of
c i rcumstances (v.  3-4)?

a.)  The word “steadfast”  means to have endurance. Is endurance
something you just  have or you grow into? Explain.  What does
endurance have to do with fa i th? 

b.)  The word “perfect ion” does not refer to “s in less perfect ion” but
rather “spir i tual  matur i ty.”  How can tr ia ls make someone more spir i tual ly
mature? 

3.  The Jews understood wisdom as the abi l i ty  to understand, t rust ,  and
apply God's Word (v.  5) .  What should you do i f  you lack the wisdom to see
God's perspect ive and Wil l  amid t r ia ls;  what is promised when you do this?
What does this teach you about God?

READ JAMES 1:1-12



4. What is the wrong way to approach God dur ing t r ia ls (v.  6-8)? The Greek
word for "doubleminded" means to have your mind and soul  d iv ided
between God and the wor ld.  The use of  the word here and in 4:8 suggests
i t  descr ibes an unbel iever.  How does the way we handle t r ia ls reveal
whether we have genuine fai th in Jesus or not? 

5.  Verses 9-11 compare the poor and r ich bel ievers in the midst  of  t r ia ls.
The poor ( lowly brother)  can boast in their  h igh spir i tual  standing whi le the
r ich can boast in being brought low (humil iat ion) and f inding genuine
happiness by rely ing on God’s grace not earthly possessions that easi ly
fade away. How do tr ia ls act  as equal izers among the poor and r ich? 

6.  The crown of  l i fe refers to the bel iever 's ul t imate reward at  death or
when Christ  returns:  eternal  l i fe.  Who has God promised to give th is reward
to (v.  12)? How does the promise of  eternal  l i fe help bel ievers endure
dur ing t r ia ls? 

7.  James began the let ter  by insist ing that Chr ist ians see tr ia ls as good for
us.  However,  dur ing t r ia ls,  one may be tempted to quest ion God's mot ives
and claim He is tempt ing us to s in.  What reasons might someone give for
not t rust ing God? Have you ever fe l t  th is way? Explain.  How did you handle
these thoughts? 

8.  What reasons does James give for  why God is not tempt ing us to s in (v.
13)? Where do temptat ions actual ly come from (v.  14)? When you give into
your own desires what does i t  produce? How is th is t ruth displayed in the
garden of  Eden? How can we overcome our temptat ions to blame others
and sin today?

9. What does James remind His readers about God and His relat ionship
with His people (v.  17-18)? 

10. How wi l l  medi tat ing on God's character help you trust  God more,
especial ly dur ing t r ia ls? 

READ JAMES 1:13-18



1. What verse from this passage stood out to you? Why? [chal lenge:
commit  i t  to memory th is week and meditate on i ts ’  importance]

2.  Is there something in your l i fe that  you would consider a t r ia l  or
hardship? How does what you read help you know how to approach or v iew
the si tuat ion?
 
3.  What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 2 JAMES 1:19-27

FOCUS

1. One test  of  genuine fai th is a person's dependency on God dur ing t r ia ls.
What are other indicat ions that someone is a fo l lower of  Jesus?

2. How is l is tening di f ferent f rom apply ing knowledge? 

STUDY

1. What wisdom does James remind Jesus'  fo l lowers to l ive out in verses
19-21? Why might a Chr ist ian need reminders to do these things?

2. Read the verses below from the book of  Proverbs,  another wisdom book
that James and his readers would have been fami l iar  wi th,  and answer,
"What do you learn about speaking and l is tening?"

When words are many, t ransgression is not lacking, but whoever
restrains his l ips is prudent.  (Proverbs 10:19)
Whoever bel i t t les his neighbor lacks sense but a man of  understanding
remains s i lent .  (Proverbs 11:12)
A soft  answer turns away wrath,  but  a harsh word st i rs up anger.
(Proverbs 15:1)

3.  How can our fa i lure to l is ten and our tendency to speak quickly lead to
anger? What k ind of  anger is James referr ing to in verse 20? How does
human anger di f fer  f rom God's anger?

4. How does James say to receive the Word of  God? How does one do
this? 

READ JAMES 1:19-21



5. The phrase "save your soul"  refers to a bel iever 's ongoing
transformat ion into the image of  God. How does the Word of  God faci l i tate
this process? Ref lect  on how you've exper ienced this t ransformat ive power
in your own l i fe.

6.  James tel ls bel ievers to not only receive the implanted word, but to l ive
i t  out  (v.  22).  In the aspect of  fa i th,  how are hear ing and doing di f ferent
and how are they related? 

7.  What example does James give to descr ibe the di f ference between a
hearer and a doer of  the Word of  God (v.  23-24)? How often do you forget
what you just  read in the Scr iptures? What could help you? 

8.  Descr ibe what type of  person is blessed according to verse 25. Why do
you think perseverance is included in the descr ipt ion? How does this
descr ipt ion reveal  genuine saving fai th in Jesus Christ?

READ JAMES 1:22-25

9. What type of  re l ig ion does James note as worthless? In contrast ,  how
wi l l  a bel iever use their  speech? How is your speech an indicat ion of  what
type of  re lat ionship you have with God? 

10. Af ter expressing that genuine fai th is preserving dependence on God
during t r ia ls and apply ing His Word, James concludes with two more
connected ideas: car ing for  the vulnerable and being set apart  in the wor ld.
Why do you think car ing for  widows and orphans is connected to the theme
of t rue fa i th? What does i t  mean to be unstained from the world? How is
this possible when you l ive in the wor ld? How does being "unstained from
the world" also connect to the theme of pure fa i th? 

READ JAMES 1:26-27



1. What verse from this passage stood out to you? Why? [chal lenge:
commit  i t  to memory th is week and meditate on i ts ’  importance]

2.  What pract ical  changes do you need to make to begin pract ic ing what
you are learning in the Word of  God? 

3.  What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 3 JAMES 2:1-13

FOCUS

1. What are some of your favor i te th ings? ( i .e. ,  food, act iv i t ies,  music,
places, etc.)

2.  How is having a “ favor i te”  of  something helpful? When is having a
“favor i te”  of  something harmful?

STUDY

1. What s in is James warning Christ ians to avoid in th is sect ion (v.  1)?
What example does James give to the local  churches for showing
favor i t ism (v.  2-4)? Give a current-day example of  th is s i tuat ion.  

2.  Why do you think th is can be an easy sin to fa l l  into as a group or
indiv idual? 

3.  What evi l  thoughts is he referr ing to (v.  4)? What makes these thoughts
evi l? 

4.  How does James descr ibe the poor and wealthy (v.  5-7)? What does i t
mean to be r ich in fa i th (v.  5)  How are the church members act ing
nonsensical  in the way they are valuing and treat ing people? 

READ JAMES 2:1-7

5. In verse 8,  James quotes the greatest  commandment.  Read Jesus’
teaching in Matthew 22:34-40 .  How does showing favor i t ism “butt-heads”
against  the teaching of  Chr ist  to “ love your neighbor as yoursel f?”  How can
obeying these great commands el iminate the s in of  favor i t ism in fo l lowers
of Jesus?

READ JAMES 2:8-13



5. The phrase "save your soul"  refers to a bel iever 's ongoing
transformat ion into the image of  God. How does the Word of  God faci l i tate
this process? Ref lect  on how you've exper ienced this t ransformat ive power
in your own l i fe.

6.  Read Jesus’  teaching in Matthew 5:43-48 .  What more does Jesus teach
about loving people? How is th is a chal lenging yet v i ta l  part  of  fo l lowing
Christ  for  a bel iever? 

7.  What point  is  James making by discussing the breaking of  God’s law (v.
8-11)? What does this teach you about the need for Jesus? Why would he
br ing th is up when discussing the sin of  part ia l i ty? 

8.  The Jewish audience would have recognized a new way of  th inking
about God’s law when they heard the phrasing “ law of  l iberty”  (1:25, 2:12).
The law of  l iberty is the message that we have been l iberated (redeemed)
through Christ ’s perfect  fu l f i l lment of  God’s law, His obedient sacr i f ic ia l
death,  and His miraculous resurrect ion.  According to verses 12-13 how
should we l ive as redeemed people?

9. How does a person’s understanding of  mercy relate to the topic of
favor i t ism and how Christ ians should t reat others?

10. In the gospel  of  Matthew, Jesus taught a parable about a man who was
shown forgiveness but did not forgive others.  Read Matthew 18:21-35  and
discuss the point  Jesus makes and how the parable connects to James
2:13. 

1.  Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that verse this week. 

2.  What are two speci f ic  ways to start  showing love to people in your home,
work,  school ,  extra-curr icular act iv i t ies,  church, or any other place you can
think of?

3. What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 4 JAMES 2:14-26

FOCUS

1. What k ind of  th ings are important to you? How does someone know that
these things matter to you? 

2.  What th ings just  go good together? 

STUDY

1. How does James descr ibe what genuine fai th in Jesus looks l ike? What
pract ical  example does Paul  g ive of  someone who does not have a genuine
fai th (v.  15-16)? How does this example help i l lustrate his point  of  what
true fai th is (v.  17)? 

READ JAMES 2:14-17

2. In verse 18, James is l ikely quot ing a cr i t ic  who claims there are “ fa i th”
Chr ist ians and there are “work” Chr ist ians.  What does James say is the
relat ionship between fai th and works in his l i fe (v.  18)? What can be
dangerous about separat ing fa i th and works al together? 

3.  According to verse 19, how is knowledge of  God di f ferent then someone
placing their  fa i th in Him? 

4.  What two people f rom the Old Testament does James give as examples
of genuine fai th being proven through their  works (v.  20-25)? How fami l iar
are you with their  stor ies? 

READ JAMES 2:18-26



5. What example does James give f rom Abraham’s l i fe to show the
relat ionship between fai th and works (v.  21)? The word “completed” in
verse 22 means a “natural  end resul t . ”  What was the natural  resul t  of
Abraham’s fa i th? I f  you know more about Abraham’s story,  what good
reasons did he have in t rust ing God? I f  he had not obeyed God, what would
his “ lack of  works” express about his fa i th?

6. In verse 23, why does James claim that Abraham was counted r ighteous
(a r ight  standing before God)? How else is Abraham’s relat ionship
descr ibed to God? 

7.  James includes one more Old Testament example of  what genuine fai th
looks l ike (v.  25).  In Joshua 2,  you can learn about a non-Jewish woman
who had heard and bel ieved the stor ies about the Israel i te 's mighty God
who rescued His people f rom Egypt.  The author of  Hebrews 11:31 also
not ices Rahab's fa i th displayed through her works and says, "By fai th
Rahab the prost i tute did not per ish wi th those who were disobedient,
because she had given a f r iendly welcome to the spies."  Potent ia l ly ,  what
did Rahab r isk helping enemy spies? What do her act ions demonstrate
about her fa i th in the God of  Israel? 

8.  In verse 24, James is not contradict ing Paul ’s wr i t ing that  a person is
just i f ied (saved) by fa i th.  Instead, what is he claiming the proof of  genuine
fai th is? 

9.  Read Ephesians 2:8-10  wr i t ten by the apost le Paul .  What does he
preach about the relat ionship between fai th and works? How does James
support  th is idea? 

10. In verse 26, James concludes that the connect ion between fai th and
works is as c lose as a person's breath (spir i t )  to their  l i fe (v.  26).  However,
every bel iever wi l l  go through t imes of  t r ia ls and tr ibulat ion that may resul t
in a spir i tual  drought.  How do you walk alongside someone who genuinely
bel ieves in Jesus as their  Savior but is in a season of  hardship or
quest ioning God? 



1. Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that  verse this week. 

2.  How would you descr ibe to someone what fa i th means in the Bible?
Does the fai th you claim to have match the Bibl ical  def in i t ion? Explain.  

3.  What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 5 JAMES 3:1-12

FOCUS

1. What is something smal l  that  has a large impact? Explain.  

2.  What does the saying, “St icks and stones can break my bones, but
words wi l l  never hurt  me” mean? Do you bel ieve this is t rue? Why or why
not?

STUDY

1. In a sect ion focusing on “ taming the tongue,”  why do you think James
f i rst  addressed those who desire to serve as a Bible teacher (v.  1)? What
is the role of  a teacher in the church? Why wi l l  a teacher of  the scr iptures
be held to a greater level  of  accountabi l i ty? 

2.  In chapter 2,  James asserts that  a saving fai th resul ts in good works.
According to verse 2,  does he expect Chr ist ians to do this perfect ly? What
would i t  look l ike i f  someone could be a perfect  Chr ist ian (v.  2)? Since we
wi l l  not  be perfect  on th is s ide of  heaven, why should we str ive to do
what ’s r ight  wi th our words and deeds?

3. What examples does James give to descr ibe the tongue (v.  3-5)? What
point  is  he t ry ing to make? How have you exper ienced the posi t ive and
negat ive impact of  words?

4. What words are used to descr ibe the tongue in verse 6? What dangers
does f i re pose to people? How does this relate to our words? 

READ JAMES 3:1-12



5. In verse 6,  “hel l ”  refers to a place outside Jerusalem cal led the Val ley of
Hinnom. I t  was a v ia l -burning trash heap where human sacr i f ices once took
place and was associated with evi l  and destruct ion.  Hinnom was seen as a
picture of  God’s judgment for  our s ins.  How can our words reveal  our s inful
nature? 

6.  What more do you learn about the tongue from verses 7-8?

7. In chapter 2,  James pointed out how our act ions prove the real i ty of  our
bel iefs.  Simi lar ly,  what we say reveals our t rue inner nature.  Read Matthew
15:10-20. What do our words reveal  about our hearts (Matthew 15:18-19)?
How have you exper ienced how your words “ tat t le”  on what you bel ieve and
think inside?

8. According to verses 9-10, what are the posi t ive and negat ive ways we
can use our words? What examples f rom nature does James give that
cannot occur together (v.  11-12)? What contradict ion is someone making
who praises God but curses people? 

9.  L ike our deeds, why is the tongue a good indicator of  whether someone
has a genuine fai th rooted in Jesus? 

10. What are examples of  godly speech? What are examples of  non-godly
speaking? What should Chr ist ians do i f  their  words do not match the new
spir i tual  l i fe they received at  salvat ion? Are they hopeless? 

1.  Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that verse this week. 

2.  Is there anyone you need to make amends with for  something you have
said? I f  so,  what wi l l  you do this week to make the si tuat ion r ight? 

3.  What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 6 JAMES 3:13-18

FOCUS

1. Who is the wisest person you know? What makes them wise?

2. What is the di f ference between knowledge and wisdom? Do you bel ieve
the major i ty of  people in our society value wisdom? Explain.

STUDY

1. James transi t ions f rom talk ing about the importance of  a bel iever 's
speech to that  of  wisdom. According to verse 13, wisdom is not merely
intel lectual  knowledge. How does he descr ibe how to ident i fy a wise
person? What does meekness (humil i ty/gent leness) have to do with godly
wisdom?

2. Just  l ike in the Old Testament wisdom l i terature,  James compares man's
wisdom to God's wisdom. List  what you learn about "wor ld ly wisdom" and
"wisdom from above."  What do you not ice about these l is ts?

Worldly Wisdom (v.  14-16)             Wisdom from Above (v.  17-18)

READ JAMES 3:13-18



3. In verse 14, "bi t ter  jealousy" is when you have a harsh, resentful
at t i tude towards someone else,  and "sel f ish ambit ion" is when you seek
your agenda at  any cost.  What descr ipt ive words does James use to
descr ibe what i t  is  l ike to l ive by our feel ings of  jealousy and sel f ishness
(v.  15)? What is the resul t  of  l iv ing th is way (v.  16)?

a.)  Al though the wor ld may not outr ight  say,  "Be jealous and sel f ish,"
th is is at  the root of  wor ld ly wisdom. Give an example of  wor ld ly advice
that may sound good at  face value but actual ly promotes sel f -
centeredness. 

4.  Re-read verse 17. Give an example of  when you saw someone display
godly wisdom or what i t  would be l ike in a hypothet ical  s i tuat ion.  How did
their  act ions ref lect  the qual i t ies in James 3:17?

5. What is the resul t  of  pract ic ing the wisdom from above (v.  18)? What
does i t  mean to be a peacemaker? How can we act ively "sow in peace" in
our fami l ies,  f r iendships,  and communit ies?

6. Read Proverbs 2:1-7 .  What is the source of  t rue wisdom? How do we
get i t?

7.  Read Colossians 2:2-3 .  What does this passage say about Chr ist  and
wisdom? 

8. James is wr i t ing to Jewish fol lowers of  Jesus and reminding them of
what i t  means to l ive out the fa i th they placed in their  Lord.  How is the type
of wisdom a person l ives out an indicator of  their  bel ief  system and
whether they t ru ly have a saving fai th in Jesus? 

9.  When you seek help f rom someone, how can you be sure that the
wisdom you receive f rom them is of  God, not the wor ld?  

10. What concrete ways can you acquire God's wisdom? Which ones are
you pract ic ing already, and which ones do you want to make part  of  a more
regular pract ice – How wi l l  you do this?



1. Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that  verse this week. 

2.  To what degree does the wor ld ’s wisdom hold sway over your thoughts,
opinions, and values? Why do you think that  is? 

3.  What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 7 JAMES 4:1-12

FOCUS

1. What does the word "wor ld ly"  mean to you?

2. What does i t  mean to l ive in the wor ld but not be of  i t? 

STUDY

1. What behavior towards one another does James point  out  that  indicates
the local  churches are struggl ing wi th want ing the things of  earth over
heavenly pursui ts (v.  1)? 

a.)  I t  is  l ikely that  when James asked what causes quarrels and f ights
among the churches, he ant ic ipated that they would point  f ingers at  one
another.  Why is i t  easy to play the blame game when in a f ight? In the
second part  of  verse 1,  how does James squash the idea that i t  is  the
other person's faul t? 

2.  What does James mean, and what does i t  look l ike to have passions or
pleasures in th is wor ld at  war wi th in you (v.  1-2)? Give some more
examples.

3.  In Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus said,  “Ask, and i t  wi l l  be given to you; seek, and
you wi l l  f ind;  knock, and i t  wi l l  be opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives,  and the one who seeks f inds,  and to the one who knocks i t  wi l l  be
opened.”  Clear ly,  God wants us to come to Him, but what is James point ing
out that  is  wrong about their  asking (v.  3)? How can we ensure we are
asking God for the r ight  th ings? 

READ JAMES 4:1-10



4. In verse 4,  what words descr ibe a person's relat ionship wi th God who is
pursuing worldly pleasures? 

a.)  The Jewish readers would be fami l iar  wi th the metaphor ical
language of  being cal led "adul terers and adul teresses" (v.  4)  because of
Old Testament texts that  would compare Israel  to a har lot  (Hosea 9:1),
which impl ied they were spir i tual ly unfai thful .  How is being cal led an
adul terer an apt descr ipt ion for  bel ievers who are not t rust ing in God
but pursuing the passions of  their  f lesh by fo l lowing the wor ld?

5. What does i t  mean to be fr iends with the wor ld (v.  4)? In James 2:23,
who is cal led a f r iend of  God? What does i t  mean to be fr iends with God?
Why would f r iendship wi th the wor ld make you an enemy of  God?

6. James quotes an Old Testament scr ipture to descr ibe God’s deep desire
to have al l  of  our al legiance, not just  some of  i t  (v.  5) .  Why do you think
God cares to have al l  of  us;  why can’ t  just  part  of  our l ives be enough?
How does this make you feel?

7. What comfort  does James of fer  bel ievers when they have turned from
God (v.  6)? In verses 6-10, what response to God wi l l  people have who
want to be restored to a good relat ionship wi th God (v.  6-10)? What is
promised when they turn back to God?

8. Not only does God want us to walk in humil i ty wi th Him, but also wi th
others.  What type of  speech and judging is James saying is harmful  in th is
passage? How is th is di f ferent f rom holding your brothers and sisters in
Christ  accountable in their  walk wi th the Lord? 

9.  Read Matthew 7:1-5 .  What more do you learn about judging others?
What role do humil i ty and pr ide play in judgment? Who is the better judge,
us or God? Why is i t  tempt ing to get th is wrong? Why is i t  dangerous to get
this quest ion wrong? 

10. How do our pursui ts in l i fe and our relat ionships wi th others reveal  the
genuineness of  our fa i th? What can we do when our pr ior i t ies get out of
order? 

READ JAMES 4:11-12



1. Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that  verse this week. 

2.  How do your act ions reveal  where your t rue af fect ions l ie? In what ways
are you too enamored with the th ings of  th is wor ld?

3. What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 8 JAMES 4:13-17

FOCUS

1. Have you ever made plans for the future,  and things did not go as
planned? What l i fe lessons did you learn f rom that s i tuat ion? 

2.  How do you go about determining God’s Wi l l  for  your l i fe?

STUDY

1. James is not suggest ing that planning for the future is wrong. Instead,
who is excluded in their  p lanning (v.  13-16)? What is wrong with that?

2. How does James character ize the length of  our l ives (v.  14)? I f  you are
only on earth for  a l imi ted t ime, how should that  af fect  how you l ive?

3. Psalm 90:12 says, “So teach us to number our days that we may get a
heart  of  wisdom.” What is wise about consider ing the shortness of  our
l ives?

4, Why does James insist  we preface our plans with,  “ I f  the Lord wi l ls”  (v.
15)? What are we bel ieving about God when we make plans with th is
mindset? What are we not acknowledging about Him when we don’ t  have
this mindset? 

5.  What are some things you know are c lear ly God’s Wi l l? [verses to
consider:  Eph. 5:17-21; 1 Thess. 4:3-8;  1 Peter 2:13-15; 3:17] What th ings
might not be as c lear when discerning God’s Wi l l  in your l i fe? How does
this passage help you as you make decis ions that af fect  your future? 

READ JAMES 4:13-17



6. Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “Remember the former th ings of  o ld;  for  I  am God,
and there is no other;  I  am God, and there is none l ike me, declar ing the
end from the beginning and from ancient t imes things not yet  done, saying,
‘My counsel  shal l  stand, and I  wi l l  accompl ish al l  my purpose.”  What does
this passage teach you about God? How does knowing these things about
God help you trust  Him with your future?

7. Reread verse 16. What does i t  mean to boast? Is boast ing always bad?
Explain.   

8.  Proverbs 27:1 says,  “Do not boast about tomorrow, for  you do not know
what a day may br ing.”  What is arrogant and evi l  (James 4:16) about
boast ing in our own ef for ts and plans? 

9.  Read Luke 12:13-21. What does this parable teach about pr ior i t ies,
weal th,  and the certaint ies of  l i fe? How does Jesus’  teaching relate to the
wisdom James is teaching?

10. What does verse 17 mean? How can this verse be appl ied to the people
in the passage? How can this verse be appl ied in your l i fe in general?
Where in your l i fe do you need to t rust  God with your future? 

1.  Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that  verse this week. 

2.  James compares your l i fe to a “mist”  or  “vapor”  (v.  14).  For some, the
idea of  how short  l i fe is can feel  uncomfortable or sad, yet  some people
may view this shortness of  l i fe as an opportuni ty to make posi t ive changes
and focus on what real ly matters.  What are some posi t ive changes you
would want to make in your l i fe?

3. What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 9 JAMES 5:1-12

FOCUS

1. Imagine you suddenly received an enormous amount of  weal th—more
than you could ever spend. What would be your f i rst  inst inct  in how to use
i t? How might your heart ’s focus be tested in that  s i tuat ion?

2. When facing di f f icul t ies or in just ice,  what is your natural  response—
pat ience, f rustrat ion,  or  something else? How do you think fa i th in God
shapes the way we endure suffer ing?

STUDY

1. What are the r ich in th is passage doing wrong (consider where their
heart ’s focus is and how they obtain their  desires)? 

2.  What miser ies are promised to the r ich for  their  sel f - indulgence and evi l
t reatment towards others? Why does God care?

3. Does James teach i t  is  s inful  to be wealthy? Explain.  

4.  Read 1 Timothy 6:9-10, 17-19 .  What do you learn about the proper v iew
and use of  money?

5. Why is i t  tempt ing to store and focus on earthly gain? How does
hoarding our weal th reveal  a lack of  fa i th in God? As fol lowers of  Jesus,
how can we resist  th is f leshly tendency? 

READ JAMES 5:1-6

READ JAMES 5:7-12



6. How does James counsel  bel ievers to endure suffer ing whi le await ing
Jesus’  f inal  return and judgment? What does being pat ient  and establ ishing
your heart  pract ical ly look l ike (v.  8)? 

7.  Why would James warn against  grumbl ing in a sect ion about pat ient ly
suffer ing? What does grumbl ing reveal  about our heart  condi t ion toward
God and others? What are pract ical  ways to f ight  against  the temptat ion of
grumbl ing against  our spir i tual  fami ly?

8. Who does James tel l  the people to look to as an example of  suf fer ing
with pat ience? How does this help them, and how can i t  help you? 

a.)  Which people in the scr iptures inspire you to stay fa i thful  regardless
of your c i rcumstances? 

b.)  Not only are there people in the Bible who model fa i thful  pat ience
dur ing t imes of  t r ia ls,  but  there are people in our current l ives who do
that.  Who do you look to as an example of  fa i thful  l iv ing in t imes of
hardships? 

9.  What about God’s character can be revealed through suffer ing (v.  11)?
How can one see those qual i t ies in God when endur ing hardships? What
can we do to help others t rust  in God when things seem dark in their  l i fe?

10. James prefaces verse 12’s instruct ion wi th,  “But above al l . ”  Why is
honesty an integral  part  of  the Chr ist ian fa i th? Why can i t  be a struggle to
let  your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no? 

1.  Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that  verse this week. 

2.  What does this passage teach you about prepar ing for the coming of
Jesus? Where are you struggl ing most:  your t reasur ing of  earthly
treasures,  your mistreatment of  others,  grumbl ing,  not keeping your word,
etc.? What are the f i rst  steps you can take to become r ight  wi th Jesus?

3. What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY



James Study
LESSON 10 JAMES 5:13-20

FOCUS

1. When have you exper ienced a di f f icul t  t ime that caused you to pray
more? Why did you pray? How did praying dur ing that t ime af fect  you?

2. When is praying di f f icul t? When is i t  easy? 

STUDY

1. James starts and ends his let ter  by addressing Christ ians endur ing
persecut ion and var ious t r ia ls.  What does James tel l  indiv iduals to do when
they are suf fer ing (v.  13)? Why is praying helpful? Is prayer your f i rst
response dur ing t imes of  suf fer ing? Why or why not?

2. What does James tel l  Chr ist ians who are in seasons of  g ladness (v.  13)?
How is s inging a meaningful  form of  worship? How are songs l ike prayers?
What are other forms of  worship you enjoy?

3. There are a couple of  thoughts about what "s ick" means in verse 14.
Some bel ieve i t  to include physical  s ickness, whi le others interpret  the
word sickness as exper iencing a t ime of  spir i tual  weakness (not feel ing
f i rm in their  fa i th) .  Consider the context  of  the ent i re chapter and the
surrounding verses ( i .e. ,  why are the people suf fer ing in verse 13; what
happens as a resul t  of  the elder 's prayer;  how is s in ta lked about?).  What
do you think James intended by the word "s ick"? 

4.  Regardless of  whether verse 14 includes physical  s ickness or only
spir i tual  d i f f icul t ies,  who does God intend Christ ians to pray wi th and for?
Is i t  hard or easy for you to ask others to pray for  you (and not just  to pray
for you later in their  prayer t imes, but to pray over you as a group)?
Explain.  How have you exper ienced prayer in your church?

READ JAMES 5:13-18



5. The phrase "and the Lord wi l l  ra ise him up" in verse 15 does not
expl ic i t ly  state how or when God wi l l  ra ise him. I t  may be immediate,  or  i t
could be in heaven. Regardless of  the "how," what should people t rust
about God? 

6.  I f  the problem in the suffer ing Chr ist ian's l i fe (physical ly or spir i tual ly)  is
the resul t  of  s in,  what is promised when they go to the church to pray for
them in fa i th (v.  15)? Why would confessing your s ins to other Chr ist ians
and praying for each other br ing heal ing (v.  16) – isn' t  i t  enough to confess
to God? Explain.  How have you exper ienced heal ing f rom confessing? 

7.  What example does James give of  someone who had an ef fect ive prayer
l i fe (v.  16-17)? What do you learn about th is prophet f rom these verses?
Why do you think God responded to his prayers? What th ings do you pray
fervent ly for ,  or  do you want to do better about praying more of ten?

8. In James's let ter ,  he of ten addresses those in the church assembl ies
with fa lse,  dead fai th.  He cal ls out  their  hypocr is ies throughout the let ter
and contrasts them to what having a saving fai th looks l ike.  However,  as
James concludes his let ter ,  he does not address those with a dead fai th
but those with a genuine fai th.  What does he tel l  fo l lowers of  Jesus to do
(v.  19-20)? Why? What does this teach you about his intent ion in wr i t ing
the let ter?

9.  Read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.  How does this parable add to your
understanding of  James's teaching on the danger of  wander ing f rom the
truth? What are the consequences? 

10. What does i t  look l ike for  someone to wander f rom the truth? Why does
this happen? 

a.)  How can you help br ing someone back to the t ruth? 

b.)  Why is James's instruct ions to pursue those wandering f rom the fai th
a f i t t ing conclusion to his let ter? How does this chal lenge you? 

READ JAMES 5:19-20



1. Which verse from this passage stands out to you? Why? Chal lenge:
memorize and meditate on that  verse this week. 

2.  Are you spir i tual ly defeated or discouraged r ight  now? Make a l is t  of
fe l low Christ ians ( including those in church leadership) f rom whom you
could ask for  prayer support .  Decide to contact  them today and share your
si tuat ion and needs with them.

3. What do you want to remember and apply f rom today's reading?

APPLY


